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Sports premium strategy statement: Willow Fields Community Primary School 
 
Summary information  

School Willow Fields Community Primary School  

Academic Year 2020-2021 Total PP budget  £17,170 

Total number of pupils 165 Date for next internal review of this strategy  September 2021 

 
 

Barriers to future attainment (for pupils eligible for PP including high ability) 

The majority of pupils come in to school with skills below expected levels in all areas of development, including physical development.  

 In-school barriers (issues to be addressed in school) 

A.  Children come into school and achieve baseline assessment scores which are below the expected levels in physical development. The gap narrows on exit from Reception but 
some children leave Foundation Stage with below expected levels in Physical Development, which is one of the Prime Areas. 

B. Many pupils come from homes that due to economic pressures find it increasingly difficult to support access to sports clubs and extended sporting opportunities. However we are 
aware that we have children attending clubs mostly linked to football and dance.  

C.  We recognise, through increasing numbers attending breakfast club and through increased Free School Meals numbers, that  parents are under increased financial pressures and 
as such, access to a balanced diet or nutritious food in the home may be limited. School nursing data indicates a varying picture (from Reception and Year 6 heights and weights) 
where lots of children are small for their age. An increasing number are classified as obese (July 2020 Reception 15% obese and 18% over weight. Year 6 39% obsese or 
overweight. Nationaly 10% would be overweight with 5% classified as obese therefore we are significantly above the national figures). Often the only nutritianally balanced meal 
children have is that which is provided by school.  

D. There is an increasing lack of resilience amongst the children due to poor social and emotional development. This in turn leads to poor behaviour and attitudes to learning. This has 
an impact on the children’s attitude towards sport, in particular competitive sport.  

E. There is an increase in children attending after school clubs on a regular basis – however initially there is generally a high sign-up rate but numbers have been shown to decline 
throughout the period of the course.  

 External barriers (issues which also require action outside school, such as low attendance rates) 

F School Context of Deprivation 
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Our school context of deprivation means that there are a large number of families facing social and economic challenge, especially as an increasing number of families are 
accessing Universal Credits. Our school deprevation is amongst the top 10% of most deprived schools in the country as we are ranked 543/32844 (our children are within the top 
0.4% of deprivation in the country). 84% of our children live in the most deprives circumstances in the country with an additonal 12% within the top 20%. Therefore 96% of our 
children live within the top 20% of deprivation in the country. 76% of those children live within the top 5% most deprived in the country. Unemployment is high and those adults who 
are in employment often find themselves on zero hour contracts and/or work 2-3 jobs or 16 hours per week. Obesity (see above barrier C) and poor dental health are amongst the 
highest in the city. Living environments and employment deprevation indicators are high. 

G Social Care and Community Needs 
Our school has a large number of families supported historically and currently by outside agencies including social care and family/early help support workers etc. Many of our 
families access wider support from school. Parents can find it difficult economically to support with paying for sporting pursuits. Due to the nature of the community parents may also 
find it difficult to pursue physical activities such as walking in the outdoors as there are lots of motorbikes and quad bikes riding on pavements and quarry pathways meaning it is 
unsafe for children.  

H Attainment on Entry 
Children enter EYFS with knowledge and skills below what is expected of their age (as evidenced in baseline assessments). A proportion of these are significantly below what is 
typical for their age (30-50 months). Each cohort has differing aspects of low entry data within the prime areas, which includes physical development.   

  I SEND 
ISDR identified 20% as diagnosed SEND or requiring additional support against a national average of 12%. 1.8% had a SEND statement or EHCP against a national of 1.39% 
although there are EHCP applications in progress for a number of children. Currently the % of children across the school from EYFS to year 6 with identified SEND needs is 20%. 
SEND cohorts vary across classes. Currently 62% of pupils registered of SEND also are registered for FSM. 

  J Attendance 
Attendance is below averages for all pupil groups (data for 2019-20 unavailable due to lockdown). Poor attendance rates for PP children reduces their school hours and this causes 
them to fall further behind in progress and attainment measures. Socio-economic factors also impact on attendance.  
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Planned expenditure  

Academic year 2020-2021 

The headings below enable schools to demonstrate how they are using the sport premium to directly improve access to and achievement in sport for pupils 

Desired 
outcome 
(Links to 
barriers)  

Chosen action / 
approach 

What is the evidence and 
rationale for this choice? 

How will you ensure it is 
implemented well? 

Staff 
lead 

Success Criteria  Cost  Review and Evaluation 

Staff will be 
upskilled in 
the teaching of 
PE, the 
curriculum will 
be enhanced 
and children 
will participate 
in city wide 
competitions.  
 
(Barrier D, F, 
I) 

School to purchase an 
enhanced Sunderland 
Primary Schools Sports 
SLA at the silver level to 
support staff in the 
planning, teaching and 
delivery of PE as well as 
providing greater 
opportunities to children to 
participate in competitive 
sports throughout the 
year.   

The PE curriculum needs to be 
updated however staff need to be 
supported in this development and 
the SLA not only provides a 
scheme of work but training to 
deliver it. It also includes aspects 
of city wide competition in a range 
of sports and transport as well as 
attendance at the Sunderland 
schools PE conference.  

Staff questionnaires 
Observations of lessons  
Participation rates in 
competitions rise 
Staff attending conferences 
cascade information  
 
 

SM 
LR 
WD 
 

-Access to the Create Development 3 
day ‘Real PE’ course which includes 
teaching resources and a scheme of 
work. 
-Attendance at 6 flagship events inc – 
swimming gala, trampoline festival, 
health and well-being launch event, 
skipping festival, Dance Festival, 
Olympic sports day, Infant agility 
challenge and an Active8 festival. 
-Transport to and from three of the 
events. 
-Leadership training for 30 year 5 
students (including t-shirts). 
-Access to 3 days of sport specific CPD 
in line with the KS1 and KS2 curriculum. 
-Attendance at the sports conference by 
two members of staff. 
-Staff confidence in the delivery of PE 
improves. 

£2500 This has been rolled 
over to the next 
academic year due to 
Covid preventing 
many of the planned 
events and training 
sessions being held. 
Together for Children 
have agreed that the 
SLA cost will be rolled 
into the next year so 
schools are not 
financially penalised.  

Increasing 
numbers of 
children to 
take part in 
competitive 
sport: football, 
rugby, hockey, 
skipping, 
dance etc 
 
(Barrier B, D, 
E, G) 

The profile of sport to 
continue be raised by the 
attendance of matches 
and fixtures, with sporting 
achievements being 
celebrated and shared 
with the wider school.  
School to maintain or 
increase the level of 
achievement in both the 
Schools Games Mark and 
also the Schools Sports 
Charter Mark.  

The children have limited access 
to competitive sport outside of 
school and few would have access 
to privately funded coaching and 
competitions. It is important 
therefore that school offer these 
opportunities and provide children 
with the chance to take part and 
develop in these sports.  
Sports funding to be focused on 
improving children’s access to 
extra-curricular sports such as 
football, skipping, dancing and 
rugby across the whole year which 
will lead to participation in cross 
school and city wide competitive 
events. 

Vinnie / Mr Smith to offer weekly 
football coaching sessions and 
take children to organised 
matches with other schools. 

 
Register kept of weekly 
attendance at all after-school 
football training other clubs. 
 
Opportunities to be provided for 
children to practice football skills 
with appropriate supervision 
during lunchtimes. 

 
Records kept of any competitive 
matches, with who took part and 
any results.  

SM -Children to take part in competitions 

and matches with other schools and to 
take pride in their sporting 
achievements.  
-Entry into football and netball leagues 
etc 
-Children to demonstrate sportsmanship 

qualities. 
-Increasing numbers of boys will 
participate in dance and girls in football 
etc. so children understand that they can 
all participate equally. 
-School to introduce a deposit scheme 
for parents where they pay a deposit for 
participation in sports after school and 
they receive all of the money back if the 
child attends every session (apart from 

£550 Children have 
participated in some 
external competitions 
e.g. football, kick 
rounders, SEND 
games, netball etc and 
have demonstrated 
great team spirit and 
have really taken pride 
in the fact that they 
have represented the 
school. They have 
demonstrated 
resilience. A larger 
number of girls have 
taken part in football 
and almost all other 
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Participation and sustained 
participation rates to increase as 
children have a habit of dropping 
out after the initial sessions. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Sports display with pictures of 
children representing the school 
and taking part in coaching 
sessions. 
 
Participation in the annual 
Schools’ Skipping Festival for 
children in Year 4 with children 
competing against other local 
schools. 
 
Children to participate in the 
Sunderland Schools Hockey 
tournament.  

illness). This way parents do not 
contribute to the cost of any coaching 
except where their child fails to attend. 
-Photographs of sporting events on 
website and TV screens.  
-All results to be shared with the rest of 
the school and displayed in school and 
included in the school newsletter.  
-School will maintain gold in the Sports 
Games Mark and will maintain gold or 
achieve Platinum in the Schools Sports 
Charter Mark.  
-Certificates in assembly for children 
representing school in sporting events.  
-Range of afterschool club providers are 
sought to provide free after school 
provision for children (paid by school). 
-Clubs are aimed at a broad age range 
to ensure all children can access clubs.  
-Children try new sports and are 
supported to develop resilience in these 
areas. 
-Registers are kept and analysed to 
identify trends of attendance and drop-
out rates. 
-Participation rates are reported to 
governors and are displayed on the 
school website. 

teams are mixed 
gender.  
School have 
maintained Gold in the 
schools charter mark 
but could not go for 
platinum as due to 
Covid this year was 
about maintaining the 
standard in these 
difficult times.  
Postcards from the HT 
sent home to celebrate 
and congratulate the 
children in their 
sporting 
achievements.  
Participation rates are 
updated and displayed 
on the website and 
shared with governors. 

 

EYFS children 
to take part in 
weekly dance 
sessions with 
Foundation of 
Light coaches 
 
(Barrier A, H) 

All children from the EYFS 
to attend weekly sessions 
run by coaches from 
SAFC Foundation of Light: 
trained sports coaches 
running sessions focusing 
on listening and attention 
as well as basic physical 
development and 
developing dance skills.  

 

Sports funding to be focused on 
providing opportunities for pupils in 
the Early Years via access to the 
weekly dance programme run by 
Sunderland Foundation of Light. 
This will focus on the development 
of physical skills, balance, moving 
and handling and gross motor 
skills, as well as listening and 
attention. Participation will lead to 
higher outcomes in Moving and 
Handling and health outcomes at 
the end of EYFS. 

Staff to observe sessions and 
participate with the children. 
Feedback from staff. 
Pupil voice. 
Evaluation of delivery. 

 

SM 
SB 
KH  

-All Early Years pupils to attend weekly 
sessions of dance.   
-Children will develop both gross and 
fine motor skills through the programme. 
-Children will improve listening and 
attention skills through the programme. 
-Children will have an early 
understanding of the need to be 
physically healthy. 
-Children’s mental health will be 
positively impacted.  
-Increase in muscular strength, 
enjoyment and aerobic fitness. 
-Improved co-ordination and posture. 
-Improvement in agility, flexibility, 
balance and spatial awareness. 
-Children will work as a team and will 
communicate better. 

£1950 Children in EYFS have 
weekly dance and 
multi-skills / rugby 
sessions which they 
enjoy immensely. 
These sessions have 
helped to develop their 
gross and fine motor 
skills and children 
understand what it 
means to be fit and 
healthy. The children 
have an enjoyment of 
being active.  
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-Children will remember increasingly 
complex sequences of movements.  
-There will be an increase in the 
percentage of children achieving the 
expected and exceeding statements at 
the end of EYFS. 

Children in 
year 4 will 
participate in 
swimming 
lessons each 
week 
throughout the 
year and will 
receive 
badges and 
certificates 
recognising 
their 
achievements. 
 
(Barrier B, D, 
F, G, I, J)  

All children in year 4 will 
attend weekly swimming 
lessons as a class for the 
whole year.  

 

We want the children to go for a 
full year as we want to make sure 
that as high a percentage of 
children as possible achieve the 
25m standard by the end of the 
year and we are aware that a low 
proportion of our children access 
swimming lessons or go to the 
pool outside of school. 

Termly data provided by the pool 
will be analysed to ensure that 
children are making progress 
towards achieving the 25m 
expected standard.  
Feedback from coaches each 
week. 

SM 
Support 
Staff  

-All children will bring appropriate swim 
wear and equipment to school each 
week.  
-School will fully fund the cost of lessons 
and transportation to lessons. 
-Children will develop water safety 
awareness and appropriate swimming 
techniques. 
-Children will feel more confident in the 
water and will develop essential life-skills 
e.g. the potential to save lives should 
they get into difficulty in the water.  
-Children will complete weekly full 
cardiovascular and aerobic workouts.  
-Children will improve stamina, flexibility 
and strength.  
-Improved concentration and co-
ordination.  
-A greater percentage of children will 
achieve the acceptable standard of 25m 
by the end of the year. 

£510 Through repairs to the 
Aquatic centre and 
Covid restrictions, 
there has been limited 
access to swimming 
lessons this year.  

 
 

Rugby 
coaching to 
develop staff 
understanding 
in the 
development 
of Rugby skills 
across the 
primary 
phase. Staff 
are to work 
with the 
coaches to 
make sure 
that they can 
continue to 
teach the skills 
as include the 

Classes will have half a 
term of rugby coaching 
each to ensure that they 
develop the appropriate 
skills and techniques.  
Staff to use this time as 
CPD as the PE curriculum 
will be updated with the 
appropriate learning 
objectives so that they can 
teach the skills 
independently next year.   

All staff members to engage with 
physical educations professional 
development to improve their 
practice. 
There will be a progressive set of 
skills for this aspect of PE in the 
school curriculum.  

Staff questionnaires 
Observations of PE delivery  
Pupil voice 
Curriculum review 

 SM 
Staff 
LR 
All Stars 
Rugby 

-Rugby coaches demonstrate the skills 
needed to teach rugby effectively.  
-School’s curriculum will be re-written to 
include the progressive rugby skills 
taught throughout school.  
-Staff use the CPD to enhance their own 
skills and to put these skills into practice 
in their own lessons. 
-Rugby is taught progressively and 
systematically throughout the school and 
staff have the skills to develop this area 
of sport when coaches step away. 
-Children develop confidence and 
resilience. 
-Gross motor skills are enhanced. 

£2912 All year groups have 
accesses rugby and 
multi-skills sessions. 
The school curriculum 
was re-written to 
identify rugby skills for 
each year group 
however in review this 
was deemed to restrict 
the children’s access 
to other games 
therefore the 
curriculum has been 
re-written again and 
Real PE purchased for 
the basic skills 
aspects of learning. 
Children enjoy the 
rugby sessions and 
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sessions as 
staff CPD.  
 
 (Barrier B, D, 
F, G, I, J) 

have developed their 
resilience well in 
sessions. 

Children to 
access 
outdoor 
education in 
all key stages 
through forest 
school outdoor 
education 
opportunities 
and teaching 
including and 
after school 
club and 
specific 
activity days  
 
 (Barrier B, D, 
F, G, I, J) 

Source high quality forest 
school outdoor learning 
teacher who can provide 
high quality teaching and 
experiences  

Children are not aware of the 
riskiness of their behaviours and 
activity within the local 
environment. The children live in 
the vicinity of a quarry and do not 
take part in healthy outdoor 
pursuits with their families.  
Therefore, through forest 
schooling, they will enjoy outdoor 
learning pursuits and understands 
the dangers they place themselves 
in when in the local area.  

Staff feedback and evaluation  
Pupil voice  
Children treat the outdoors with 
respect and are safe in the 
outdoor environment 
Increased resilience by the 
children 

 LR 
M Stutt 
Staff  

 

-Children in years 1-6 will participate in 
outdoor learning which links to the 
general curriculum and teaches those 
skills in an engaging manner outdoors.  
-Children will also learn survival skills 
and will appreciate the outdoor 
environment and how to survive without 
modern activity. 
-Develop respect and empathy for the 
outdoors and nature. 
-Build confidence and independence. 
-Improved physical and mental health. 
-Have exposure to manageable risks 
and learn from experience.  

£4620 Forest school is 
enjoyed by each class 
for a half term and 
where skills and 
knowledge can be 
related to a curriculum 
area or topic – it is. 
Due to forest school 
we have far fewer 
instances of children 
damaging the local 
environment or setting 
fire to the areas 
around school. It has 
taught them to respect 
their environment and 
to use is appropriately. 
Children love learning 
in the outdoors and 
know how to manage 
risks as they learn in 
the local environment.  

Resources 
and premises 
to be fit for 
purpose to 
encourage a 
variety of sport 
and sporting 
activities. 
Grounds to be 
maintained by 
Gentoo, 
resources to 
be audited 
and utilised for 
the children to 
use during 
break time, 
dinnertime 
and after 

Resources will be audited 
and equipment repaired or 
renewed as necessary.  
Sports Safe will assess all 
outdoor and indoor 
equipment and issue 
compliance certificate.  
Liaise with Gentoo 
regarding grass cutting 
and line marking of the 
field. 

Outdoor equipment has significant 
wear and tear as it is in constant 
use. Therefore safety has to be 
assured.  
Children need a safe field on 
which to run and play and grass 
needs to be kept at a reasonable 
length.  

Caretaker to maintain contact 
with Gentoo employees and 
request grass cutting as needed 
as well as line marking in line 
with seasonal requirements.  
Sports Safe to be asked to come 
to school annually and complete 
checks. Guidance will be 
followed and will impact on 
spending decisions re repair or 
replacement of equipment.  

ML 
VG 
LR  
SM 

-Premises and resources to be fit for 
purpose.  
-Gentoo to maintain the grass and 
markings on the school field on a regular 
basis.  
-Sports Safe to complete annual checks 
on equipment both indoors and outdoors 
to ensure safety is paramount at all 
times. 
-Sports Safe certificate to be issued and 
displayed.  
-Investment in new equipment for 
lessons and break times. 

£4128 Sport Safe came and 
inspected the play 
equipment and from 
this completed a repair 
to a bench which had 
foam missing and a 
cut in the covering. 
This was repaired and 
a safety certificate for 
the inspection issued. 
This is displayed on 
the Sports cupboard 
door.  
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school in 
extra-
curricular 
clubs. 
 
(Barrier B, E, 
F, G, J) 

Work to be 
completed on 
raising the 
awareness of 
obesity levels 
of primary 
school aged 
children 
 
(Barrier C, F, 
G) 

 

School to continue to have 
a healthy living week 
focusing on health and 
fitness and also how to 
prevent obesity by making 
healthy menu choices.  
Encourage all parents to 
allow their child to 
participate in the heights 
and weight checks. 

Outcomes from annual reception 
and year 6 heights and weights 
checks by the school nurse 
indicates that there are a number 
of children who are considered to 
be obese. Children need to be 
educated in what it means to be 
healthy eating and the importance 
of balancing this with exercise.  
There are an increasing number of 
children in school who are body 
conscious and indicate that they 
are on a diet often. 

Healthy living week annually 
taught by all staff  
School nurses delivering 
workshops 
School curriculum includes 
healthy living, diet and exercise 
throughout.  

SM  
Staff 

-Raised awareness of contributing 
factors to obesity for staff, children and 
parents through work with the school 
nurse, science work, school meals, 
PSHE lessons and sports lessons.  
-Opportunities to work with external 
organisations re nutrition and cooking 
balanced meals. 
-Breakfast club expansion to encourage 
more children to come and eat a healthy 
breakfast and play outdoors before 
school.  
-School to use the information from the 
heights and weights check to inform 
parents about the percentages of 
children at a healthy weight and suggest 
agencies that they can access to support 
them. 
-Healthy eating lessons taught to each 
year group each year. 

£0 Due to Covid we have 
been unable to have 
visitors in school. 
Healthy living and food 
choices have been 
discussed across the 
curriculum. 
We have a greater 
number of attendees at 
breakfast club 
(averaging 45+ per 
day) Children have a 
wide choice of foods 
which they enjoy.  

School to 
continue to 
provide 
opportunities 
for residential 
activities to 
KS2 children 
which will 
include more 
extreme 
outdoor 
activities 
which they 
wouldn’t 
access in the 
local area 
including 
kayaking, 

Annual visit to Derwent Hill 
Outdoor Learning Centre 
in the Lake District to 
ensure children 
experience outdoor 
learning 

Children don’t often get the 
opportunity to spend time away 
from the family home with their 
peers or experience more extreme 
sports in the outdoors. This 
opportunity ensures that the 
children get the social benefit of a 
residential as well as access to 
opportunities that they wouldn’t 
normally have access too.  

Pupil voice 
Derwent Hill staff feedback  
Parental feedback  

 

WD  -Children will take part in residential 
outdoor sports which are subsidised to 
allow more children to take part.  
-Children will develop independence, 
resilience and leadership skills as well 
as learning how to work as a team.  
-Develop maturity and learn in the 
outdoors.  
-Develop respect and empathy for the 
outdoors and nature. 
-Build confidence and independence. 
-Improved physical and mental health. 
-Have exposure to manageable risks 
and learn from experience. 
-Engagement of hard to motivate pupils. 
-Curriculum enrichment. 
-Improved confidence and social 
development.  

Grants 
sourced 
to 
subsidise 
costs 

Derwent Hill is booked 
for a weekend in July. 
36 children are 
attending which is an 
increase in the original 
number and children 
from Y4-6 will be in 
attendance. We are 
delighted that this is 
going ahead as we 
feared that it would be 
cancelled due to Covid 
as in previous years. 
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abseiling, hill 
scrambling etc 
 
(Barrier B, D, 
F, G, J)  

Children to 
complete the 
daily mile run 
in school 
 
(Barrier C, D, 
F) 

All children to complete 
the daily mile run during 
the school day.  

The daily mile promotes daily 
exercise, promotes a healthy 
lifestyle, reduces sedentary 
periods, increases fitness and 
improves body composition. 

Lunch staff to co-ordinate and 
monitor the completion of the 
daily mile run. 
 
 

SM -Children complete the run every school 
day. 
-Children become more physically fit 
with increasing speed. 
-Improved attitudes towards physical 
exercise. 
-Builds sportsmanship as children 
motivate and encourage one another. 
 

£0 This is something that 
we have had to scale 
back due to children 
running together and 
vigorously exhaling. It 
is something that will 
be a focus again in the 
next academic year. 

Total budgeted cost  £17,170   
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