
 
 
 

  

About the Artist 

L. S. Lowry (Laurence Stephen Lowry) was born on 1st 
November 1887.  

He was born in Stretford, Lancashire. 

Lowry had an unhappy childhood. He wasn’t very 
popular at school, didn’t have a very close relationship 
with his parents, and he had few friends. 
The Lowry family moved to the industrial town of 
Pendlebury in 1909. 
He was influenced by the landscape he grew up in.  The 
landscape was dominated by textile mills and the 
chimneys of factories and this is reflected in his 
paintings.  
Lowry had taken art classes as a child and he went to the 
Manchester School of Art and then Salford Royal 
Technical College. 
His landscapes are often populated by stylised 
‘matchstick men’ figures. 
Lowry didn’t complete many paintings of London. 
However, his 1960 painting of Piccadilly Circus sold for 
more than £5 million in 2011. 
Some of his most famous works include: Industrial 
Landscape, Going to the Match and Coming from the 
Mill, The Viaduct and The Football Match. 
Lowry became an official war artist in 1943 and he was 
the Official Artist of the Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II 
in 1953. 
Lowry died on 23rd February 1976. He was aged 88 and 
was suffering from pneumonia. 

Key Vocabulary 

landscape all the visible features of an area of land 

textile mills a factory for making textiles 

textile a type of cloth or woven fabric 

industrial 
activity concerned with the processing 
of raw materials and manufacture of 
goods in factories. 

stylised  give (something) a distinctive design or 
appearance. 

iconic original hand painted portraits and 
prints of the famous 

viaduct 

a long bridge-like structure, typically a 
series of arches, carrying a road or 
railway across a valley or other low 
ground. 

architects 
a person who designs buildings and in 
many cases also supervises their 
construction. 
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