
 
 

 

      
 
      
 

About the Artist 

Born: October 25, 1881 in Malaga, Spain 
Died: April 8, 1973 in Mougins, France 

Pablo Ruiz Picasso was a Spanish painter, sculptor, printmaker, poet, 
playwright who spent most of his adult life in France.  
He was born as the son of the painter and teacher José Ruiz Blasco and his 
wife María Picasso López.  

He is regarded as one of the most influential artists of the 20th century.  

He is best known as the co-founder of cubism.  

Picasso could draw and paint when he was very young. His first word was 
lápiz, the Spanish word for "pencil". 

At the age of eight, Picasso created his first oil painting called "The Picador". 

The start of the Cubism period is dated to the year 1909 and ended around 
1912. This period was inspired by the French painter Paul Cezanne. This period 
is called Cubism because he often painted cubes. During this time, Pablo 
Picasso preferred to paint musical instruments and still-life objects. He also 
painted his friends. 
Picasso had his first exhibition in the United States in 1911. One year later in 
1912, he had his first exhibition in Great Britain. 

Key Vocabulary 

Cubism  

A work of art is cubist when the artist 
opts to break up objects and re-
assemble them in abstract and 
geometric form. 

Co-founder Two or more people who created 
something together 

Contrasts The state of being strikingly different to 
something else. 

Replicate To make an exact copy of.  
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Legacy 
Today, Pablo Picasso is considered the greatest artist of the 20th century. 
Many people consider him to be one of the greatest in all of art history. He 
painted in a number of different styles and created many unique 
contributions to the world of art. Near the end of his life he painted a 
number of self-portraits. One of his last works of art was a self-portrait done 
with crayon on paper entitled Self-Portrait Facing Death. He died a year later 
at the age of 91 on April 8, 1973. 

Blue Period 1901-1904 
Rose Period 1904-1906 

Cubism 1907-1921 

Neoclassical Surrealism 


