
Portraits – Investigating skin tone 

Year 1 Be able to mix at least 3 flesh/skin tones using a given palette and describe them in 
terms of ‘darker’ and ‘lighter’, relative to each other.  

Year 2 Investigate drawing, painting and colour mixing techniques to create accurate skin 
tones. 

Year 3 Develop colour charts to replicate skin tones etc and colours appropriate to reflect 
the historical aspect of their portraits.  

Year 4 Collect and create colour charts to investigate different skin tones. 
 

 

Teaching ideas to ensure differentiation when investigating skin tone in portraits unit 

Year 1 Be able to mix at least 3 flesh/skin tones using a given palette and describe them in 
terms of ‘darker’ and ‘lighter’, relative to each other.  

• Use various materials to create skin tones and use key vocabulary to identify light and 
dark shades 

• Children could mix skin tones and then order from darkest to lightest or lightest to darkest  
• Children to be given a skin tone and asked to make a darker and lighter shade 

 

Year 2 Investigate drawing, painting and colour mixing techniques to create accurate skin 
tones. 

• Look at a palette of skin tones and give them name or match names to skin tones 
• Use materials such as paint to create skin tones they have been asked to name 
• Link to their own skin tone – children to identify which colour matches their skin tone. E.g. 

I think vanilla best matches my skin tone because I am pale. 
 

Year 3 Develop colour charts to replicate skin tones etc and colours appropriate to reflect 
the historical aspect of their portraits.  

• Use colour charts from DIY stores to look at skin tones. Ask the children to match the 
colours using art materials, such as paint, as accurately as they can.  

• Children could be given names for colours or create their own.  
• After exploring creating skin tones – take a portrait from those compared and try to 

match.  Similar to the example in the knowledge organiser.   
 

Year 4 Collect and create colour charts to investigate different skin tones. 
 

• Children shown names for colours but they would not be stuck in their book. E.g. Shown 
various tones with names, such as mocha, toffee, almond.  

• Look at colour charts from DIY stores and replicate these tones using various materials. 
• Look at the historical portraits that have been used in research and link this to your skin 

tone investigations. E.g. This portrait has a warm skin tone which matches the mocha tone 
that I have created.   

 

 

 


