
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
  
 

Key Vocabulary 

Spatial depth  To create the illusion of depth (3D) on a 
flat (2D) surface.  

Shape  The external form, contours, or outline of 
someone or something. 

Form The visual shape of something. 

Sculpture Make or represent (a form) by carving, 
casting, or other shaping techniques. 

Historical 
figure 

A famous person in history. Some think 
they play a crucial role, while others say 
they have little impact on the broad 
currents of thought and social change.  

Art Knowledge Organiser – Portraits 
 

The mural depicts three scenes of Tutankhamun. 
In one scene he is in the form of Osiris having the 
opening of the mouth ceremony performed on 
him; this ceremony was done to Ancient Egyptian 
mummies and statues as this ritual brought life 
into them. In the next scene (the middle of the 
mural) Tutankhamun is seen as a young boy being 
greeted by the Goddess Nut. In her hands she is 
holding symbols that resemble the surface of 
water. These symbols represent the Goddess 
welcoming Tutankhamun in his journey into the 
afterlife. To the left side of the mural is 
Tutankhamun embracing Osiris. This scene shows 
the pharaoh being accepted into the afterlife.  

Limestone portrait head of a 
woman resembling Cleopatra VII. 
 
Portrait head, with a strongly 
aquiline nose. The hair is brought 
in waves to each side, and ends in 
a long plait, which is coiled at the 
back of the head. Two small 
ringlets fall in front of each ear. 
The lobes of the ears are pierced 
for  
earrings.  
 
There is no diadem, which would 
indicate royalty. 

Gold leaf and intricate details give life 
to the Al Fayyum mummy portrait of 
a teenage boy on display at the 
Pushkin State Museum of Fine Arts, 
Moscow. 
 
The young man directly engages the 
viewer, gazing fixedly with large, dark 
eyes. His hair, styled in the fashion of 
second-century A.D. Rome, is thick 
and curly, while his full, well-groomed 
beard accentuates gaunt cheeks. The 
encaustic painting technique 
beautifully captures the radiance of 
his skin. Metropolitan Museum of Art, 
New York. 


