
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 

Key Vocabulary 

Spatial depth  To create the illusion of depth (3D) on a 
flat (2D) surface.  

Shape  The external form, contours, or outline 
of someone or something. 

Form The visual shape of something. 

Sculpture Make or represent (a form) by carving, 
casting, or other shaping techniques. 

Historical figure 

A famous person in history. Some think 
they play a crucial role, while others say 
they have little impact on the broad 
currents of thought and social change.  

Art Knowledge Organiser – Portraits 
 

In 1954 the English artist Graham Sutherland was 
commissioned to paint a full-length portrait of Sir 
Winston Churchill. The painting was presented to 
Churchill by both Houses of Parliament at a public 
ceremony in Westminster Hall on his 80th birthday. 
Churchill hated the portrait. After the public 
presentation, the painting was taken to his country 
home at Chartwell but was not put on display. After 
the death of Lady Spencer-Churchill in 1977, it became 
clear that she had destroyed the painting some months 
after it was delivered.  

 

Heinrich Knirr (2 September 1862 – 26 May 
1944) was an Austrian-born German painter. 
He is best-known for creating the official 
portrait of Adolf Hitler and is the only artist 
known to have painted Hitler from life.  
 
This portrait by Heinrich Knirr was on exhibit at 
the Greater German Art Exhibition in 1937. The 
image comes from Die Kunst im Dritten Reich, 
October 1937. 

Henry Lamb was appointed an official War Artist 
from 1940-1945 during World War II. Shortly 
before the war, in 1938 he was commissioned to 
paint a portrait of the Prime Minister Neville 
Chamberlain.  
 
Standing tall, top-hat in one hand and umbrella in 
the other, this sketch commemorates the moment 
before Chamberlain left England on his way for 
talks with Hitler in Germany in pursuit of peace. 
 
The following year, on 3 September 1939, 
Chamberlain was to declare that Britain was at war 
with Germany.  

Set yourself a target! By the end of this topic, what do you want to achieve? 
 
 
                Did you achieve your target? Yes / No 
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