
 
 

 

 
 

Important Information 

Africa is the second-largest continent in the world. It is also the second-most 
popular continent the world – it has a population of about 1.2 billion people. 

Central Eastern Africa is generally considered to be the birthplace of mankind, the 
place in which modern humans originated. 

Key Vocabulary 

campaigner A person who works in an organized and 
active way towards a goal. 

activist A person who campaigns to bring about 
political or social change. 

racism 

Prejudice, discrimination, or antagonism 
directed against someone of a different race 
based on the belief that one's own race is 
superior. 

equality The state of being equal, especially in status, 
rights, or opportunities. 

government The group of people with the authority to 
govern a country or state 

prison 
A building in which people are legally held 
as a punishment for a crime they have 
committed or while awaiting trial. 

significant Great or important to be worthy of attention. 

living memory During the time that anyone still alive can remember. 

Times in His Life 

Early Life 
 

-Nelson Mandela was born in Mvezo in South Africa’s 
Cape Province on 18th July 1918. 

 
-He had the nickname Rolihlahla, meaning ‘troublemaker.’ 

 
-He was the son of a chief, and was the first person in his village to go 

to school. He always valued his education. 

African National Congress 
 

-In 1942 Mandela joined the 
African National Congress (ANC). The ANC 
had been formed in 1912 to bring equal 

rights to Africa. 
 

-In 1948, the South African government 
created apartheid. This meant that white 
and black people had to live separately. 

Imprisonment 
-The ANC party (that Mandela was a part of) started to use peaceful protest to disobey the 

government. They wanted equal rights for black and white people. 
 

-Because of his role in going against the government, Mandela was sentenced to life in prison. He 
served 27 years in prison in total, 18 of them on Robben Island. 

 
-Through the 1980s, people from all over the world began a campaign to get Nelson Mandela 

released from prison. Eventually, he was released. 
Time as President 

 
-On 10th May 1994, Nelson Mandela became the first 

black President of South Africa, aged 77, after the 
first election that both black and white vote in. 

 
-Throughout his time as President, he made many new rules to try and 

make sure the country stayed fair.  

Later Life  
 

-Mandela retired from 
politics in 1999, and from 

public life in 2000. 
 

-In 2007, he created a new group of ex-
world leaders called the ‘Elders’, who 

worked to make sure there was peace and 
equality in the world.   
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Set yourself a target! By the end of this topic, what do 
you want to achieve? 
       
       

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Did you achieve your target? Yes / No 

https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/alive
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/remember


 
  
 


