
 
 

 
History of Hylton Castle 

Hylton Castle was built by Sir William 
Hylton as his principal residence in about 

1400. The rich Hylton family had estates in 
Yorkshire, Durham and Northumberland 

and by the 13th century had assumed the 
title of a barony within the Bishopric of 

Durham. 

Geographical Questions 

What are the differences between life in a castle and present 
day life? 

Can you name any significant historical events? 
Who built castles? 

Why are the windows so narrow? 
Are square or round towers better? 

Why do castles have spiral staircases? 
Who lives in the castle? 

Where do they live in the castle? 
What do they do for fun? 

Is it cold in the castle? 
Is there a dungeon? 

Important Information 

Castles were built to defend and protect 
from invaders. 

 
Castles house royal families as well as 
servants, knights, maids and jesters. 

 
Queen Elizabeth is our current queen. 

 
Castles were built on high ground, often 

surrounded by or near water. 
 

Castles would be built within a 
settlement. 

 
Warkworth castle is one of the most 

impressive castles in Northern England 
and it still remains today. 

Key Vocabulary 

past Gone by in time and no longer existing. 
 

present Existing or occurring now. 
 

castle 
A large building, typically of the medieval period, fortified against 
attack with thick walls, battlements, towers, and in many cases a 
moat. 

moat A deep wide trench surrounding a castle, usually filled with water. 

gate A barrier used to close an opening of a wall. 

drawbridge A platform that can be raised or lowered over a moat to allow entry 
to the castle. 

keep The strongest and most secure part of the castle. 

battlement The open space in a castle wall from which to launch weapons at 
the enemy. 

dungeon A dark, underground prison. 

turret A small tower on top of a larger tower. 

arrow slit A narrow opening in a wall to shoot or look through. 

bailey The outer wall of a castle. 

refurbishment The renovation and redecoration of something, especially a 
building. 

artefacts An object made by a human being, typically one of cultural or 
historical interest. 

significant Great or important to be worthy of attention. 

living memory During the time that anyone still alive can remember. 
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Warkworth Castle 

Set yourself a target! By the end of this topic, what do you want to 
achieve? 
         
     

 
Did you achieve your target? Yes / No 
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