
 
 

 
 
 

Key Information 

Charles Darwin (1809-1882) was an English naturalist and biologist.  
  

He is best known for his work on the theory of evolution – explaining how living things change over a long 
time and become the way that they are. 

  
His most famous book of research – ‘The Origin of the Species’ – gave evidence about the evolution that 

has taken place, and a theory about how evolution works.  
  

The theory that Darwin gave is called natural selection.  
  

Darwin has been described as one of the most influential humans in history. After his death, he was 
honoured with a burial in Westminster Abbey. 

 
 
 

Key Vocabulary 

theory 

A supposition or a system of ideas intended to 
explain something, especially one based on 
general principles independent of the thing to be 
explained. 

naturalist An expert in or student of natural history. 

biologist An expert in or student of the branch of science 
concerning living organisms. 

evolution 
The process by which different kinds of living 
organism are believed to have developed from 
earlier forms during the history of the earth. 

famous Known about by many people. 

influential Having great influence on someone or something. 

honoured Regarded with great respect. 

Theories 

The Theory of Evolution 
Charles Darwin is significant mainly for his work as the theory of evolution, which is the idea that all different species have evolved from 

simple forms: including the theory that humans evolved from apes. This theory has been supported by evidence collected from 
scientists for over 150 years! 

 

Follow the QR code for more 
information about evolution and 

natural selection. 
 

The Theory of Natural selection 
In 1858, Darwin revealed his ‘theory of evolution by natural selection’, to explain how animals adapted to their environment to survive. 

Darwin explained how species can ‘evolve’ (change or develop) over time through a process called ‘Natural Selection’. This shocked 
everyone because, until then, it was widely believed that all the animals on the planet had been made at the same time by one creator. 
Some people still believe that today. But Darwin scientifically proved all the species on Earth had evolved from earlier species – and that 

includes us! 
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