
 
 

What is the Bible? 

The Bible is the holy book of Christianity. It is made up of two 
parts- The Old Testament and The New Testament. The Bible 
was not written by just one person, but was written by many 
different authors, each one of them guided by God.   
 

Why is the Bible important to Christians? 
Many Christians believe the Bible is the ‘inspired’ word of God. 
The Bible teaches Christians the importance of Jesus’ life and 
death. The stories often contain inner meanings and messages. 
Some key concepts and ideas include jealousy, repentance 
(being sorry), reconciliation (making up) and forgiveness. The 
Bible therefore gives rules and advice on how to live in a 
Christian way, teaching Christians about themselves and the 
world around them. The Bible includes Christian history which 
helps Christians understand their religion.  
 

The New Testament  
The New Testament is part of the Christian Bible, and the 
most important religious writing of Christianity. It tells the 
story of Jesus Christ, his followers, and the beginnings of 
Christianity.  The New Testament is made up of different 
parts. In total, there are 27 texts in the New Testament.  
Each of the 4 Gospels tells the story of Jesus Christ, or the 
Messiah, whom Christians believe is the Son of God who is 
born to save the world from sin. 
 

The Old Testament  
In Christianity, the Old Testament is the name of the first 
part the Bible, the one written before the life of Jesus 
Christ. In total, there are 39 texts in The Old Testament.  
The Old Testament is the original Hebrew Bible, the sacred 
scriptures of the Jewish faith, written at different times 
between about 1200 and 165 BC. 
 

Key Vocabulary 

Repentance  Act of reflecting on your own actions and feeling regret for past wrong 
doings and making a commitment to change.  

Reconciliation Brought back into the favour of God after atonement.  

Atonement Making amends for a wrong act.  

Sin An act of wrongdoing.  

Messiah Jesus regarded by Christians as the Messiah of the Hebrew prophecies and 
the saviour of humankind. 
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