
 
 
 

History of Eden Camp 

A small contingent of British Army personnel, led only 
by a Corporal, arrived at the site (in 1942) and set 

about constructing a temporary camp for the arrival of 
the first prisoners. This simple camp became the home 

for the first influx of prisoners, approximately 250 
Italian P.O.Ws, who were tasked with creating a more 

permanent camp. Near the end of 1943 the Italian 
prisoners moved out and the camp was used as billets 
for Polish forces who were amassed in preparation for 
the invasion of Europe. From mid 1944 until 1948 the 
camp housed German prisoners. It was then used to 
provide accommodation for displaced persons, and 

later as an agricultural holiday camp and as a Ministry 
of Agriculture depot. 

Key Questions 

• Why do you think the museum was opened? 
• Which hut did you enjoy the most? Why? 
• How did you feel walking around the museum?  
• Would you have liked to live here? 
• How was the music show different to the music 

you hear today? 
• Who were the key people mentioned 

throughout the huts?  
• Which hut was the most effective? Why? 

Key Vocabulary 

P.O.W Prisoner of War. 

Swastika The symbol of the Nazi party. 

Nazi The National Socialist German Workers' Party, also known as the 
Nazi Party, was a German political party. 

U-Boat Military submarines operated by Germany, particularly in the First 
and Second World Wars. 

The Blitz 
The heavy and frequent bombing attacks on London and other 
cities (such as Coventry and York). Blitz comes from the German 
word ‘blitzkrieg’ meaning lightning war. 

Woman’s 
Land Army 

The government started the Woman’s Land Army to increase the 
amount of food produced. This filled the vacancies in in agriculture 
left by men departing to join the forces.  

Anderson 
Shelter 

These shelters were half buried in the ground with earth heaped on 
t  op to protect them from bomb blasts. 

Morrison 
Shelter 

These shelters were made from heavy steel and could also be used 
as a table. People sheltered underneath it during a raid. The 
Morrison shelter was named after the Minister for Home Security, 
Mr. Herbert Morrison. 

Evacuation 

Evacuation means leaving a place. During the Second World War, 
many children living in big cities and towns were moved 
temporarily from their homes to places considered safer, usually 
out in the countryside. 
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Set yourself a target! By the end of this topic, what 
do you want to achieve? 
 
 
        
       
 
Did you achieve your target? Yes / No 


