
 
 

 
 Important Information 

Plot 
The Fog Hounds are silent, mysterious and deadly. They roam 
the land from dusk to dawn. No-one who is chased by them 
ever lives to tell the tale. But Tad is not afriad. Tad wants one 
for himself, and when he comes face to face with a Fog Hound 
puppy, things can never be the same again. 
Themes 
Facing fear, overcoming problems, seeing the good in others.  
Setting 
A small village where the people know the dangers of the fog 
hounds. As soon as night begins to fall the whole village takes 
refuge at home, hiding until it is safe to go back outside when 
dawn comes again. 

Characters 

Tad 
Protagonist – a young boy who is not afraid 
of the fog hounds. Instead he wants one of 

his own. 

Ermina Tad’s sister who always wants to protect her 
brother. 

The Fog 
Hounds 

Mysterious creatures who roam the streets 
at night. 

Doubleman A stranger who appears in the village and has 
a huge impact upon Tad’s life. 

The King The leader of the land who has been unwell 
for a long time.  

Name of book: The Fog Hounds 
Author: Joan Aiken 
Illustrator: Various 
Genre: Supernatural Fiction 

What can the book teach 
us? 

Not everything is as it first 
appears.  

Quotes 
“Paler than vapour, silent as 
smoke, they flowed over the 

cobbles...their 
eyes...glittered like red 

pennies.” 

Key Vocabulary 

haste Excessive speed or urgency of movement or 
action; hurry. 

creatures A fictional or imaginary being. 

roam Travel unsystematically over, through, or about 
(a place). 

transparent Allowing light to pass through so that objects 
behind can be distinctly seen. 

queer Strange; odd 
weariness Extreme tiredness; fatigue. 
wailing Making a prolonged high-pitched sound 

sprig  
 

musket An infantryman's light gun with a long barrel 
careered Move swiftly and in an uncontrolled way 

Context: Joan Aiken was a lover of ghost stories and wrote 
many tales using her love of the genre. This book contains 
three short stories, all with a supernatural theme.  
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My target for this topic is: 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Have I met this target? (Y/N) _____________________________ 


