
 
 

 

 
       

 
 

Year 2 – Hands, Feet, Heart 

 
 
 

 
 

Key Information 

Hands, Feet, Heart is a song written to celebrate 
and learn about South African Music. 
South African music often uses a lot of 
percussion instruments which are similar to 
drums, because you play them with your hands 
or sticks. However, percussion instruments do 
not always have a drum head or frame, and 
can sometimes play melodies in addition to 
rhythms. African percussion instruments 
include the thumb piano, marimba and 
xylophone, which can all play melodies, as well 
as the tambourine and rain stick, which just 
play rhythms. 

Key Vocabulary 

Pulse the regular heartbeat of the music, 
the steady beat. 

Rhythm 
long and short sounds or patterns 
that happen over the pulse, the 
steady beat. 

Tempo the speed of the music, fast or slow 
or in-between 

Timbre 

all instruments including voices, have 
a certain sound quality eg the 
trumpet has a very different sound to 
the violin 

Texture 
layers of sound working together 
make music very interesting to listen 
to. 

Structure every piece of music has a structure 
eg introduction, verse, chorus ending 

Dynamics how loud or quiet music is. 

Pitch high and low sounds. 

Melody a sequence of single notes that is 
musically satisfying. 

Tune 
a melody, especially one which 
characterises a certain piece of 
music. 

Composition the action or art of producing a 
creative piece of music. 

Instrument an object or device for producing 
musical sounds. 

Ensemble 
a piece of music performed by a 
whole cast, choir, or group of 
instruments. 

Performance an act of performing a dramatic piece 
of music. 

Instruments 

       

 

Music Knowledge Organiser 
 

Set yourself a target! By the end of this topic, what 
do you want to achieve? 
       
       

 
Did you achieve 

your target? Yes / No 


