
 
 

 
 

Name of book:  
How to Train Your Dragon 
Author: Cressida Cowell 
Illustrator: Cressida Cowell 
Genre: Fiction 

Important Information 

Plot 
The first book in the series, following Hiccup as he captures a dragon as 
a rite of passage and attempts to train him so that he will not 
be exiled from Berk, as is its tradition. The Vikings live on Berk Island. The 
main character, Hiccup, is the son of a Viking chief who lives on Berk 
Island. The dragon has constantly invaded this island, which is why 
battles never stop. Hiccup is hated in the village because he is weak-
willed and weak-minded. Hiccup tries to kill a dragon to be recognised by 
other Vikings. Led by Gobber the Belch, Hiccup manages to catch a small 
dragon, whom he names Toothless, and attempts to train it through his 
own methods. 
Themes 
Rite of passage, self-confidence. 
Setting 
Berk – an island where a tribe of Vikings live and is regularly attacked by 
dragons.   

Characters 

Hiccup 
Protagonist – A young boy who is thought to be weak 
and useless by everyone. He is incredibly clever and can 
even speak the language of dragons.  

Toothless A green common dragon with a damaged wing and no 
teeth. 

Fishlegs Hiccup’s best friend who is allergic to reptiles. 

Stoick the 
Vast Hiccup’s father and leader of the Viking tribe.  

Snotface 
Snotlout Hiccup’s much-despised cousin and a bully to others. 

Dogsbreath 
the Duhbrain Snotface’s friend and fellow bully.  

Key Vocabulary 

Hooligan an aggressive young person or group. 

Mission a special task given to a person or group to 
carry out. 

Horrendous another word for; awful, terrible or horrific. 

Initiation ceremony where someone is introduced to 
a new group. 

Tribe a large family. 

Solemnly  having or showing no joy. 

Ominous  suggesting or indicating that something bad 
is going to happen or be revealed 

Fascinated  to be captivated in something or someone. 

Idiotically  showing a lack of good sense or intelligence. 

What can the book 
teach us? 

Self acceptance is key. 
Rather than trying to 
be someone you are 
not, accept who you 
are. 

Quotes 
“Being frightened is 

not the same as being 
a coward.” 

Context: How to Train Your Dragon is a series of twelve children's books, written by British author Cressida Cowell. The books are set in a fictional Viking world and focus on 
the experiences of protagonist Hiccup as he overcomes great obstacles on his journey of Becoming a Hero, the Hard Way.    

Book Knowledge Organiser – How to Train Your Dragon 
 

Set yourself a target! By the end of this topic, what do you want to achieve? 
 
         
 
          

        Did you achieve your target? Yes / No 
 


