
 
 

 

 
       

 
 

Year 2 – I Wanna Play in a Band 

 
 
 

 
 

Key Information 

Rock music is a genre of popular music. It 
developed during the 1960s in the UK and the 
USA. It originally started in the 1940s and 1950s 
with the start of rock and roll. Rock and roll 
grew out of rhythm and blues and country 
music. Rock is related to a number of other 
genres such as blues and folk. It has influences 
from jazz, classical and other music genres. 
Musically, rock mostly uses the electric guitar as 
part of a rock group with bass guitar and drums. 
Rock music is song-based.  

Key Vocabulary 

Pulse the regular heartbeat of the music, 
the steady beat. 

Rhythm 
long and short sounds or patterns 
that happen over the pulse, the 
steady beat. 

Tempo the speed of the music, fast or slow 
or in-between 

Timbre 

all instruments including voices, have 
a certain sound quality eg the 
trumpet has a very different sound to 
the violin 

Texture 
layers of sound working together 
make music very interesting to listen 
to. 

Structure every piece of music has a structure 
eg introduction, verse, chorus ending 

Dynamics how loud or quiet music is. 

Pitch high and low sounds. 

Melody a sequence of single notes that is 
musically satisfying. 

Tune 
a melody, especially one which 
characterises a certain piece of 
music. 

Composition the action or art of producing a 
creative piece of music. 

Instrument an object or device for producing 
musical sounds. 

Ensemble 
a piece of music performed by a 
whole cast, choir, or group of 
instruments. 

Performance an act of performing a dramatic piece 
of music. 

Instruments 

                      
 

      Electric guitar                                                                                       Bass Guitar 
 

(1) Bass drum    (2) Floor tom   (3) Snare drum   (4) Hanging/Rack toms 
(5) Hi-hat   (6) Crash cymbal   (7) Ride cymbal   (8) Splash cymbal 

(9) China cymbal 
 
 

Music Knowledge Organiser 
 

Set yourself a target! By the end of this 
topic, what do you want to achieve? 
     
  
 
    
 
 
Did you achieve your target? Yes / No 
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