
 
 

 
 

 
Important Information 

Plot 
James and the Giant Peach is the story of a young boy who escapes 
an abusive home in a magical peach. Along the way, he makes new 
friends, and discovers the joys of freedom and friendship, which had 
previously been alien ideas to him. 
Themes 
friendship, overcoming challenges, mistreatment. 
Setting 
A giant peach which travels from Europe to New York City.  

Characters 
James Henry 

Trotter 
A lonely boy who lives with his horrible aunts, 

until something magical happens. 

Aunt Spiker A lean, tall and bony woman with a screeching 
voice and nasty temper. 

Aunt Sponge A fat, ugly, greedy woman who cares little for 
her nephew. 

Old Green 
Grasshopper 

A wise old creature who cares for James 
throughout the story. 

Centipede A jolly fellow who loves a joke, a song and often 
some teasing.  

Earthworm A gloomy character who is never happy unless 
he isn’t.  

Ladybird A happy, kind creature who is a great friend to 
James. 

Miss Spider A helpful creature who is often misunderstood. 
She has a useful talent.  

Silkworm A quiet character who is invaluable to the crew 
of the peach. 

Glow-worm Not actually a worm at all, she spends a lot of 
time sleeping and provides light to the peach.  

Name of book: James and the Giant Peach 
Author: Roald Dahl 
Illustrator: Quentin Blake 
Genre: Fantasy Fiction 

Key Vocabulary 

peculiar Different to what is normal or expected; 
strange. 

mammoth Huge. 

crafty Clever at achieving one's aims by indirect 
or deceitful methods. 

desolate Uninhabited and giving an impression of 
bleak emptiness 

blunt Uncompromisingly forthright. 
ramshackle In a state of severe disrepair 
beckoning Summon. 
emerging Becoming apparent or prominent. 

wistfully With a feeling of vague or regretful longing. 

nuisance A person or thing causing inconvenience or 
annoyance. 

What can the book 
teach us? 

There is a large world 
out there and with 

support and friendship 
we can explore it all.  

Quotes 
“There are whole lot of 
things in this world of 

ours you haven’t 
started wondering 

about yet” 
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