
 
 
 

 

What is the story of Moses and the Exodus? 

Moses is considered an important prophet in three major 
world religions: Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. The book 
of Exodus tells how the Israelite people were freed from 
slavery in Egypt, under the leadership of Moses. The army 
chased the Hebrews to the banks of the Red Sea. They 
would have been trapped but a miracle happened. God 
told Moses to part the waters and they were able to 
escape. God gave Moses ten laws (ten commandments) 
which told the people how to live. 

The Torah 

The Torah is the sacred text of the Jewish people. 
Traditional Jewish people believe that God told Moses all 
of the Torah on Mount Sinai, and that Moses wrote down 
his exact words. 

Key Vocabulary 

Tanakh The Hebrew Bible is the collection of 
Hebrew scriptures, including the Torah. 

Torah  
The name given to the Five Books of 
Moses that come at the very beginning 
of the Hebrew Bible. 

Synagogue  
The building where a Jewish assembly 
or congregation meets for religious 
worship and instruction 

Moses   

The most important Jewish prophet. He 
is credited with writing the Torah and 
with leading the Israelites out of Egypt 
and across the Red Sea.  

Star of David The symbol of modern Jewish identity 
and Judaism. 

Purim Story and Festival 
Purim commemorates the time when the Jewish people 
living in Persia were saved by the courage of a young 
Jewish woman called Esther. It is customary to hold 
carnival-like celebrations on Purim.  At Purim Jews read the 
story of Esther in the synagogue. The synagogue is 
crowded with men, women, and children. Some wear their 
best Sabbath clothes, but many dress up in colourful 
costumes and masks.  The festival is preceded by a minor 
fast, which commemorates Esther's three days of fasting in 
preparation for her meeting with the king. 
 
Can you find out more about the Purim story? 
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What is of value 
in your own life? 

What do you 
believe in? 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/worship/synagogue_1.shtml

