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1.Retrieval and 
Retention  

Provide a starter that recaps the topic’s key question and reviews prior learning and 
consolidates knowledge.  
Encourage the children to make connections between their knowledge of different religions 
and key concepts.  

2.Purpose and 
Sequencing  

Explain the subject you are teaching and the purpose of the lesson and how it fits into the 
topic, key question and wider curriculum.  
Explain which strands (make sense of belief/making connections/understanding the impact) 
will be important and why.  
Ensure that all children are explicitly aware of the aim of the lesson. All children should be 
aiming for the same objective. 

3.High 
Expectations and 
Communication 

Ensure you ‘teach to the top’ with high and ambitious expectations. Scaffolds must be 
provided to support learning.  
Ensure instructions are concise and communication is clear and that language is positive and 
encouraging. 
Questions need to be targeted and illicit well thought out responses. Make sure you allow 
thinking time in the way of talk partners, group discussions and silent reflection. 

4.Knowledge and 
Deliberate 
Practice 

Ensure you are explicit about the core knowledge you are teaching to the children and how 
this will be built on lesson by lesson.  
Ensure this is communicated to pupils during the lesson and links throughout the topic are 
explained and explored.  
Ensure you are offering and allowing pupils opportunities to practice the three skills of R.E 
consistently (making sense of belief/making connections/understanding the impact). 

5.Modelling and 
Questioning 

Ensure new material is presented in small steps and that you are explicitly modelling and 
showing pupils what ‘success’ looks like. 
Ensure probing questioning is used to aid critical thinking.  
Use explanation, timely intervention and live marking to address misconceptions at the 
point they are made and there is a drive for whole class understanding.  

6.Literacy and 
Reading  

Ensure that there is an explicit focus on improving and developing vocabulary and literacy by 
using a challenging reading extracts at the beginning of each lesson. Religious texts from 
holy books should be used where possible and appropriate.  
A variety of different reading strategies and questions should be used to allow all children to 
be culturally literate and to work on specific skills.  
Encourage and check for new / subject specific / technical vocabulary to be applied to all 
work, both spoken (class discussions, group work, talk partners, verbal answers) and 
written.  

7. Metacognition 
and Self-
Regulation 

Ensure you are explicit in communicating and teaching effective learning strategies that 
children can adopt themselves in independent work and at home.  
Ensure that you are active in explaining ‘thinking’ to children.  
Ensure that when ready, scaffolding is gradually removed to allow children independence. 
Ensure lessons are inclusive for all.  

8.Feedback and 
Review  

Ensure feedback is clear and timely. It needs to be manageable, specific and targeted. 
Marking questions should encourage children to be reflective upon their own beliefs; 
applying what they have learnt in the lesson to themselves.  
Ensure formative assessment is acted upon and that you are constantly aiming to gain as 
much feedback as possible from children during the lesson.  
Ensure that a plenary reviews information from the lesson and link what children have 
learnt back to the key question of the topic. Plenary should also indicate next steps (whether 
that is moving on or consolidation / reviewing of work). Identify children who may require 
further support in the next lesson to deepen their understanding. 
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