
 
 

 

Important Information 

Different types of rocks have different properties. Some rocks 
are harder than others. For example, granite is a very hard rock. 
This makes it a good material for building as it doesn’t wear 
away easily. Marble is another hard rock. It has an attractive 
texture and colour and it can be cut and polished. Because of 
this, it is used to make floor tiles and wall tiles. Some statues 
are made from marble too. Chalk is a soft rock and wears away 
easily. This makes it ideal for making chalk sticks to write on 
blackboards. Some rocks, such as sandstone or chalk, let water 
soak through them. They are called permeable rocks. Other 
rocks, such as slate, do not let water soak through them. They 
are called impermeable rocks. Slate also splits easily into thin 
sheets. This makes it ideal for making roof tiles. 

 

Key questions 

What are the three types of rocks? 
How are fossils formed? 
What are the properties of rocks? 
 

Key Vocabulary 

Erosion The gradual wearing 
away of something. 

Magma Hot fluid below or within 
the earth’s 
crust from which lave 
and other igneous rock 
is formed. 

Techton ic 
Plates 

A layer under the ground 
made up of large moving 
pieces 
called plates. 

Dissolve To become part of a 
liquid 

Solidify To become solid or hard 

Soil  The upper layer of earth 
where plants grow. 

Layer  A sheet, quantity, or 
thickness of material, 
typically one of several, 
covering a surface or 
body. 

Fossil  the remains or 
impression of a 
prehistoric plant or 
animal embedded in rock 
and preserved in petrified 
form. 

Sediment  The matter that settles to 
the bottom of a liquid. Set yourself a target! By the end of this topic, what do you want to achieve? 

 
 
 

Science Knowledge Organiser – Rocks 
 



 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is soil? 
Soil is the loose upper layer of the Earth's surface where plants grow. Soil consists of a mix of organic material (decayed plants and animals) and broken bits of 
rocks and minerals. Soil is made up of many layers. These layers are often called horizons. Depending on the type of soil there may be several layers. 
 
 
  

 
Did you achieve your target? Yes  /  no 


