
 

 
 What sort of objects and artefacts are found 

in religious buildings? 
A religious artefact is an object that can have religious, 
cultural or personal significance. All religious traditions 
have objects that are used in worship, festivals, rites of 
passage, or as daily reminders to followers of their beliefs, 
their traditions, and their identity. 
 
Can you find out what sort of objects and artefacts are found in 
religious buildings? 

Key Vocabulary 

Worship Worship is an act of religious devotion 
usually directed towards a God. 

Church A building for Christian worship. 

Temple  A building reserved for religious or 
spiritual rituals and activities. 

Synagogue  
The building where a Jewish assembly 
or congregation meets for religious 
worship and instruction.  

Mosque A place of worship for Muslims. 

Communal Shared by all members of a community; 
for common use. 

Sacred  Connected with God. 

What is a place of worship? 

A place of worship is a specially designed structure or 
consecrated space where individuals or a group of people such 
as a congregation come to perform acts of devotion or religious 
study. For example, a church is central to the Christian faith, 
and it is where the community comes together to worship and 
praise God. 

The church is: 

- the place of worship for all Christians 
- where the community gathers 
- where works of charity are carried out 
- a place of healing 

Here are some more places of worship: 

- Temples 
- Synagogues  
- Mosques 

How does a church differ to a synagogue? 

A church is a Christian house of worship; a building where 
religious services take place while a synagogue is a place where 
Jews meet for worship. The biggest difference between a 
synagogue and a church is that Jews do not believe that the 
synagogue is a holy place. There are many more differences 
such as the interior of the buildings, the purpose of visiting 
them and who attends. Can you research this further? 
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Have you been 

to a place of 
worship? 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religion
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/devotion
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/congregation

