
 
R.E Progression of Skills 

 

Year Group EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
 

Skills 
Christianity 
and various 

Christianity 
and various 

Christianity 
and Judaism 

Christianity 
and Buddhism 

Christianity 
and Hinduism 

Christianity 
and Sikhism 

Christianity 
and Islam 

Investigation 
and 
Interpretation 
 
Learning about 
religion  

Beliefs and 
Teaching 

Listen to a 
religious story 

Recognise that 
the Bible is a 
sacred book 
which forms the 
basis of the 
Christian faith. 
 
With support, 
children to 
outline the 
Christian story 
and talk about 
it. 

Retell Christian 
and Jewish 
stories and 
identify some 
religious beliefs. 
 
Identify key 
features in 
stories and 
explain what 
they mean e.g. 
Purim story 
 

Describe some 
religious 
beliefs and 
teachings of 
religions studied, 
and 
their importance 
 
Identify the 
importance of 
stories and 
sacred texts e.g. 
the Buddha’s 
story 

Make links 
between the 
beliefs and 
teachings of 
different 
religious groups 
and show how 
they are 
connected to 
believers’ lives 
 
Describe what 
Divali is and the 
practices 
associated.  
 
Retell the story 
of Rama and Sita 
and explain the 
meaning behind 
it. 
 
 

Suggest reasons 
for the similar 
and different 
beliefs which 
people hold, and 
explain how 
religious sources 
are used to 
provide answers 
to important 
questions about 
life and morality. 
 
Explain how the 
5 K’s influence 
Sikh lives and 
how they have a 
leader: Guru 
Nanak. 

Suggest a variety 
of reasons for 
the similar and 
different beliefs 
which people 
hold, and fully 
explain how 
religious sources 
are used to 
provide answers 
to important 
questions about 
life and morality. 
 
Explain why 
Muslims call 
Muhammad the 
messenger of 
God and the 
religious beliefs 
about Allah.  

Practises and 
way of life 

Use correct 
names for some 
religious 

Use the correct 
names for things 
that are special 
to Christians, 

Use the correct 
names for things 
that are special 
to Christians and 

Recall and name 
some of the ways 
religions mark 

Show 
understanding of 
the ways of 
belonging to 

Explain how 
selected features 
of religious life 
and practice 

Explain in detail 
the significance 
of Christian and 
Muslim practices 
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celebrations 
and places 

explaining why 
they are so 
meaningful. 
 
Make simple 
links between 
belief and 
practice. 
 
 

Jews, explaining 
why they are 
meaningful 
 
Talk about some 
of the 
celebrations, 
places and 
people that are 
important to 
Christians and 
Jews. 
 
Make links 
between the 
messages within 
sacred texts and 
the way people 
live. 

milestones of 
commitment.  
 
Describe how 
some features of 
religions studied 
are used or 
exemplified in 
festivals and 
practices. 

religions and 
what these 
involve. 
 
Make 
connections 
between stories 
within a sacred 
text e.g. 
Christians living 
their lives 
through the 
foundation of 
the Bible. 
 
Give examples of 
places of 
worship, 
religious 
traditions and 
people, locally to 
us as a school 
and in our 
community. 

make a 
difference to the 
lives of 
individuals and 
communities. 
 
Describe the 
importance of 
the Gurdwara 
and how it is 
their place of 
worship. 
 
Explain the 
significance of 
the Golden 
Temple in India 
and the different 
festivals that 
occur.  
 
Identify the 
differences 
between types 
of religious 
buildings; church 
to a synagogue. 

to the lives of 
individuals and 
communities. 
 
Explain the 
importance of 
giving money is a 
form of worship, 
abstinence of 
food and other 
expressed 
choices play a 
part in the Islam 
religion.  

Forms of 
expression 
 

Recognise 
things 
associated with 
Easter and 
Christmas 

Recognise 
religious 
objects, 
artefacts, 
symbols, 

Make links 
between 
religious 
symbols, 
language and 

Explain, using 
correct 
vocabulary, how 
religious beliefs, 
ideas and 

Express religious 
beliefs (ideas, 
feelings, etc.) in 
a range of styles 
and words used 

Use religious 
vocabulary in 
suggesting 
reasons for the 
similarities and 

Use a wide range 
of religious 
vocabulary in 
suggesting 
reasons for the 
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looking at 
resources, 
celebrations 
and 
experiences. 
 
 

celebrations and 
practices e.g. 
Christianity: 
The bible, 
baptism, Sunday 
the holy day, 
times of worship 
etc. 

stories and the 
beliefs or ideas 
that underpin 
them. 
 
Recognise 
symbols, 
religious objects 
and aspects of 
religion. Children 
to suggest why 
they are 
important and 
how they are 
used e.g. 
Judaism: 
Synagogues, 
Torah, places of 
worship, 
importance of 
Moses 
 
Christianity: 
Easter, new life, 
hope 

feelings can be 
expressed in a 
variety of forms, 
giving meanings 
for some 
symbols, stories 
and language. 
 
Buddhism: The 
eight spokes, Fo 
Guang Buddha at 
the Buddha 
Memorial Hall, 
Monks, 
meditation 
 
Christianity: Palm 
Sunday, Last 
Supper, 
Crucifixion 

by believers and 
suggest what 
they mean. 
 
Describe what 
happens in 
ceremonies of 
commitment and 
say what these 
rituals, elements 
and artefacts 
mean. 
 
 

differences in 
forms of 
religious, 
spiritual and 
moral expression 
found within and 
between 
religions. 
 
Define symbols, 
religious objects 
and aspects of 
religion e.g. 
Hinduism: Guru 
Granth Sahib, 
places of 
worship, Guru 
Nanak 

similarities and 
differences in 
forms of 
religious, 
spiritual and 
moral expression 
found within and 
between 
religions. 
 
Explain 
fundamental 
beliefs and 
where their 
practices are 
rooted from e.g. 
Muslims and the 
Quran  

 
Evaluation, 
Expression and 
Reflection 
 
Learning from 
Religion  

Identifying 
and 
belonging 

Children to talk 
about past and 
present events 
in their own 
lives and family 
members. 

Know about 
ways in which 
they belong and 
how belonging 
is expressed and 
shown. 

Explain their 
own experiences 
and ask about 
what happens to 
others with 

Ask questions 
about the 
significant 
experiences of 
key figures from 
Christianity and 

Ask questions 
about the 
significant 
experiences of 
key figures from 
Christianity and 

Make informed 
responses to 
questions of 
identity an 
experience using 

Discuss and 
express their 
views on some 
fundamental 
questions of 
identity, 
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Children to talk 
about things 
that happen to 
themselves and 
others. 
 
 
 

respect for their 
feelings. 
 
Children to 
reflect on their 
own feelings and 
experiences in 
relation to 
aspects of 
religion e.g. the 
Moses / Exodus 
story. 

Buddhism, 
suggesting 
answers from 
own and others' 
experiences. 
 
 

Hinduism, 
suggesting 
answers from 
own and others' 
experiences. 
 
 

evidence from 
their learning.  
 
 

meaning, 
purpose and 
morality related 
to Christianity 
and Islam. 
 
Reflect on how 
all our decisions 
are underpinned 
by our own 
beliefs and 
values. 

Meaning, 
purpose and 
Truth 

Ask questions 
about things 
they find 
puzzling. 

Identify what is 
meant by the 
idea of 
something being 
special or 
precious. 
 
Identify what 
they find 
interesting or 
puzzling and 
discuss. 
 

Understand 
what is meant by 
the idea of 
something being 
special or 
precious. 
 
Talk about some 
aspects of stories 
and religious 
practises that 
make people ask 
questions and 
realise some are 
difficult to 
answer. 
 
 

Ask important 
questions about 
life and compare 
their ideas with 
those of other 
people. 
 
Respond 
thoughtfully to 
examples of how 
praying helps 
religious 
believers and 
how it results in 
them leading a 
‘good life’. 
 

Ask questions 
about the 
meaning and 
purpose of life, 
and suggest a 
range of answers 
which might be 
given by them as 
well as members 
of different 
religious groups 
or individuals. 
 
Explain that 
religious beliefs, 
ideas and 
feelings can be 
expressed in a 
variety of forms 
e.g. 

Ask questions 
about the 
meaning and 
purpose of life 
and suggest 
answers which 
relate to the 
search for truth 
in their own and 
others’ lives. 
 
Discuss their 
own ideas about 
the importance 
of values to live 
by, comparing 
them to religious 
ideas e.g. 
praying is a 

Express their 
views on some 
fundamental 
questions of 
identity, 
meaning, 
purpose and 
morality related 
to Christianity 
and Islam. 
 
Reflect on the 
idea that 
religions could 
have something 
to teach us 
about how we 
live. 
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reincarnation, 
one god but 
multiple forms. 

personal 
devotion to life. 

Compare their 
own experiences 
of role models 
and influences to 
those of 
Muslims. 

Values and 
commitments 

Identify things 
that are 
important to 
them, their 
beliefs and 
culture. 
 
With 
encouragement, 
children to 
share their 
feelings and talk 
about why they 
respond to 
experiences in 
particular ways. 

Explore what is 
of value in their 
own lives and to 
identify a book 
that is 
important to 
them. 
 
Identify what 
may be 
important to 
other people 
and why. 
 
 
 

Identify what is 
important to 
them and to 
others with 
respect for their 
feelings and in 
matters of right 
or wrong. 
 
Explore what is 
of value in their 
own lives, about 
believing in God 
and children to 
offer some ideas 
of their own. 

Ask questions 
about matters of 
right and wrong 
and suggest 
answers that 
show 
understanding of 
moral and 
religious issues. 
 
Recall and talk 
about some rules 
for living in 
religious 
traditions and 
belonging to a 
faith community. 

Make links 
between values 
and 
commitments, 
including 
religious ones, 
and their own 
attitudes or 
behaviour. 

Ask questions 
about things that 
are important to 
them and to 
other people. 
Make informed 
responses to 
answers which 
relate to their 
own and others’ 
lives. 

Make informed 
responses to 
people's values 
and 
commitments 
using evidence 
of their learning. 
They will use 
different 
techniques to 
reflect deeply. 

 


