
 
 

 
 
 
 

Important Information 

Plot 
A miller lies to the king saying his daughter can spin straw into gold. The 
king locks the girl away to make gold. Just as she is about to give up a small 
creature appears and turns straw into gold in exchange for her necklace. 
This continues and he eventually wants her first child. He returns when the 
child is born but the girl refuses to give up her child. He makes a deal that 
is she can guess his name she can keep her child. The silly creature makes 
a mistake and she correctly says his name and keeps her child.  
Themes 
Greed, keep quiet if you have nothing good to say, take responsibility for 
your actions.    
Setting 
Miller’s house, castle, forest.   

Characters 

Miller The father of the girl who lies to the king about her 
ability to make straw into gold.  

King A greedy man who wants more gold so locks the girl 
away. 

Girl 

Lead character – a girl who isn locked away by the 
king to make straw into gold. She cannot do this so 
makes deals with a strange creature to make gold for 
the king.  

Rumpelstiltskin 
Lead character – a strange imp-like creature who 
believes he is very clever and has a plan to steal a 
child.  

What can the book teach 
us? 

Be truthful about your 
abilities.   

Quotes 
“All magic comes at a 

price.” 

Name of book: Rumpelstiltskin 
Author: The Brothers Grimm. 
Illustrator:  Various 
Genre: Fiction – Traditional Tale 

Key Vocabulary 

Miller Is a person who owns or works in a mill 

Skilful Having or showing skill 

Chamber  A private room which someone is kept 
in 

Winder  A device used to wind something 

Distress  Extreme anxiety or pain 

Manikin  A very small man 

Reel 
A cylinder on which film, wire, thread, 
or other flexible materials can be 
wound. 

Wealth  To have a lot of something 

Messenger  To pass a message 

Context:   The Brothers 
Grimm retold the story 
Rumpelstiltskin from 
folktales that they were told. 

Book Knowledge Organiser – Rumpelstiltskin  
 

Set yourself a target! By the end of this topic, what do you 
want to achieve? 
        
      

 
Did you achieve your target? 

Yes / No 


