
 
 

 

 
       

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Key Information 

Rap, is a musical style in which 
rhythmic and/or rhyming speech is 
chanted (“rapped”) to musical 
accompaniment. This backing music, 
which can include digital sampling 
(music and sounds extracted from 
other recordings), is also called hip-
hop, the name used to refer to a 
broader cultural movement that 
includes rap, deejaying (turntable 
manipulation), graffiti painting, 
and break dancing. Rap, which 
originated in African 
American communities in New York 
City, came to national importance 
with the Sugar Hill Gang’s “Rapper’s 
Delight” (1979). Rap’s early stars 
included Grandmaster Flash and the 
Furious Five, Run-D.M.C., LL Cool 
J, Public, and the Beastie Boys. Later 
stars include Diddy, Snoop 
Dogg, Jay-Z, OutKast, Eminem,  
Kanye West, and Lil Wayne. 

Key Vocabulary 

Pulse the regular heartbeat of the music, the steady beat. 

Rhythm long and short sounds or patterns that happen over the 
pulse, the steady beat. 

Tempo the speed of the music, fast or slow or in-between 

Timbre 
all instruments including voices, have a certain sound 
quality eg the trumpet has a very different sound to the 
violin 

Texture layers of sound working together make music very 
interesting to listen to. 

Structure every piece of music has a structure eg introduction, verse, 
chorus ending 

Dynamics how loud or quiet music is. 

Pitch high and low sounds. 

Melody a sequence of single notes that is musically satisfying. 

Tune a melody, especially one which characterises a certain piece 
of music. 

Composition the action or art of producing a creative piece of music. 

Instrument an object or device for producing musical sounds. 

Ensemble a piece of music performed by a whole cast, choir, or group 
of instruments. 

Performance an act of performing a dramatic piece of music. 
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Set yourself a target! By the end of this topic, what do you want to achieve?           
       

 
    

  Did you achieve your target? Yes / No 
 


