
 
 

 
 Important Information 

Plot 
The poem, set in 18th-century rural England, tells the story of 
an unnamed highwayman who is in love with Bess, a 
landlord's daughter. Betrayed to the authorities by Tim, a 
jealous man, the highwayman escapes ambush when Bess 
sacrifices her life to warn him. Learning of her death, he dies in 
a futile attempt at revenge, shot down on the highway. In the 
final stanza, the ghosts of the lovers meet again on winter 
nights. 

Characters 

The 
Highwayman 

Protagonist – a clever man who rode a horse 
along the road and robbed travellers as they 

passed.  
Bess The woman the highwayman fell in love with. 

Tim the Ostler A man who worked at an inn looking after 
the horses of the customers. 

King George’s 
men 

Soldiers who were employed by the king to 
protect the land from criminals.  

Key Vocabulary 

casement a window 
breeches short trousers, fastened below the knee 
rapier a thin, sharp pointed sword 
wicket a small door or gate 
harry to keep attacking 
jest joke 

What can the book teach 
us? 

Have perseverance and the 
hope for something better. 
Our current way of life 
should be appreciated. Not 
all adults are kind and 
generous 

Quotes 
“No bars on the windows or 

locks on the doors. No 
beatings. I could run away 

tomorrow if I wanted to. But 
I don’t, see?” 

Name of Poem: The Highwayman 
Author: Alfred Noyes 
Illustrator: Charles Keeping 
Genre: Narrative Poem 

Context: The poem was written on the edge of a desolate 
stretch of land known as Bagshot Heath, where Noyes, then 
aged 24, had taken rooms in a cottage. In his autobiography, 
he recalled: "Bagshot Heath in those days was a wild bit of 
country, all heather and pinewoods. ’The Highwayman' 
suggested itself to me one blustery night when the sound of 
the wind in the pines gave me the first line." The poem was 
completed in about two days. 
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My target for this topic is: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Have I met this target? (Y/N) _____________________________ 


