
                                                                                 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Key Information 

River Wear, river that rises near Wearhead in the county of Durham, England, and enters 
the North Sea at Sunderland. With headwaters in the Pennines, it flows through 

Weardale and once entered the sea in the vicinity of Hartlepool, but it was subsequently 
diverted northward. Durham city is built along the Wear, and its castle and cathedral 

stand 100 feet (30 metres) above the river on an incised meander (loop). From Bishop 
Auckland the river flows across coalfields, but coal mining had ceased by the end of the 

20th century. 

Sunderland, town, port, and metropolitan borough, metropolitan county of Tyne and 
Wear, historic county of Durham, England. It lies at the mouth of the River Wear, along 

the North Sea. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key Vocabulary 

aerial 
photographs 

Is the taking of photographs from an aircraft or other flying 
object. 

major Important, serious, or significant. 

landmarks 
An object or feature of a landscape or town that is easily seen 
and recognized from a distance, especially one that enables 
someone to establish their location. 

fieldwork Practical work conducted by a researcher in the natural 
environment, rather than in a laboratory or office. 

digital 
technologies 

Electronic tools, systems, devices and resources that generate, 
store or process data. 

industry Economic activity concerned with the processing of raw 
materials and manufacture of goods in factories. 

housing Houses and flats considered collectively. 

commerce The activity of buying and selling, especially on a large scale. 

identify Establish or indicate who or what (someone or something) is. 

classify Arrange (a group of people or things) in classes or categories 
according to shared qualities or characteristics. 
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Past 
and 

Present 

Follow the QR 
code to find out 

what hidden 
treasures were 

found in the 
River Wear. 

Follow the QR code to find out 
about ‘The History of 

Shipbuilding on Wearside’. 
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