
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Vikings 
The Vikings wanted new land because the places where they came from in 

Scandinavia (Norway, Sweden and Denmark). It was hard to grow crops, 
which meant there was a food shortage as the population got bigger. 

Britain and Europe had plenty of good farmland, so the Vikings tried to 
claim some of that land for themselves. 

The Danegeld was a tax paid to Viking raiders, to stop them from attacking 
the coast and invading. It might be viewed as a form of protection money, 

although the literal translation was ‘Dane tribute’. 
 

The Anglo-Saxons were under constant attack from Vikings who travelled 
from Scandinavia and invaded towns and villages in Wales, Scotland, 

England and the Isle of Man, finally conquering York (Jorvik) in 866. They 
finally defeated the Anglo-Saxons as the Normans (Norsemen) from 

Normandy (France) invaded and won the Battle of Hastings in 1066. The 
Normans in France were originally Vikings from Scandinavia! 

Key Vocabulary 

raid A rapid surprise attack on an enemy by troops, aircraft, or other 
armed forces. 

invasion An instance of invading a country or region with an armed force. 

resistance The use of force or violence to oppose someone or something. 

law 
The system of rules which a particular country or community 
recognizes as regulating the actions of its members and which it 
may enforce by the imposition of penalties. 

justice The quality of being fair and reasonable. 

Lindisfarne A monastery in northern England where Vikings first landed and 
attacked from Scandinavia. 

Sutton Hoo 
helmet (Viking) 

A decorated Anglo-Saxon bronze helmet excavated in1939 buried 
around 625. 

Hemet (Anglo 
saxon) 

Helmets were made from iron with a bowl and nose guard and 
leather within. They did not have horns! 

long boat Long, narrow ships that could travel fast, in shallow waters for 
incredibly long distances. 

Valhalla Brave warriors were believed to go to Valhalla in the afterlife – a 
great hall, feasting alongside Odin. 

The Anglo Saxons 
Anglo-Saxon Britain wasn't ruled by one person and the 
Anglo-Saxons were not united. They invaded as many 

different tribes and each took over different parts of Britain.  
 

The Anglo-Saxons didn't have prisons. People found guilty of 
crimes were either executed or punished with fines. 

If they ran away, they became 'outlaws' (outside the law), 
and anyone could hunt them down - unless they hid in a 

church.  
For minor crimes like stealing, a nose or a hand might be cut 

off. 
 

The Saxons had a system called 'weregild', which meant that 
if you injured someone, you had to pay for the damage! 

Famous Figures 

Alfred the Great - (849-899)  
Fought the Vikings and defeated them in the Battle of Edington (878) and thus made an agreement with them (Danelaw). He 

was known for improving the standard of living, legal and military systems as well as education. 
Athelstan – (925 – 939) 

Athelstan was the first king of all England, and Alfred the Great's grandson. He reigned between 925 and 939 AD. A 
distinguished and courageous soldier, he pushed the boundaries of the kingdom to the furthest extent they had yet reached. 

Edward the Confessor 
Edward the Confessor was an Anglo-Saxon King of England. He was the last king from the House of Wessex. He successfully 

defended his kingdom against invasions but after his death, his successor Harold Godwinson was unable to withstand a ruthless 
Norman conquest and within months England had fallen to the hordes of William the Conqueror. 
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Set yourself a target! By the end of this topic, what do you want to achieve? 
 
                Did you achieve your target? Yes / No 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi26s6_07LkAhUt8-AKHcDvB2MQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=%2Furl%3Fsa%3Di%26rct%3Dj%26q%3D%26esrc%3Ds%26source%3Dimages%26cd%3D%26ved%3D%26url%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fcommons.wikimedia.org%252Fwiki%252FFile%253ALucas_Horenbout_-_Henry_VIII_-_WGA11740.jpg%26psig%3DAOvVaw3Uag4uInXX_ccZLdcj50KD%26ust%3D1567531349358716&psig=AOvVaw3Uag4uInXX_ccZLdcj50KD&ust=1567531349358716�

