
 
 
 

 
Important Information 

Plot 
The journey of an immigrant father emigrating to a new 
land. 
Themes 
Loneliness, alienation, hope 
Setting 
A fictional world which vaguely resembles our own 

Characters 

The arrival 
Lead character – Moves to another land in 
hope of finding a better life for him and his 
family. 

The pet The man’s pet who he is initially scared of 
but eventually forms a strong bond with. 

The wife The man’s wife who is left behind in an 
unsafe country for a period of time. 

The child The man’s upset child who is left behind in 
an unsafe country for a period of time. 

What can the book teach 
us? 

About the hard journey 
immigrants go through for a 
life most of us take for 
granted. 

Name of book: The Arrival 
Author/Illustrator: Shaun Tan 
Genre: Graphic Novel 

Context: The Arrival is a wordless graphic knowledge written by 
Shaun Tan. Its pages are comprised of artwork. Tan uses sepia 
tones to resemble aged photographs. His illustrations often 
feature realistic human-like beings in bizarre and abstract 
environments with other-worldly creatures. 
Quote from the author and illustrator: “People don't stop to 
imagine what it's like for some of these refugees. They just see 
them as a problem once they're here, without thinking about 
the bigger picture. I don't expect the book to change anybody's 
opinion about things, but if it at least makes them pause to 
think, I'll feel as if I've succeeded in something.” 

Key Vocabulary 

immigrant A person who comes to live 
permanently in another country. 

alienated Experiencing feelings of isolation or 
estrangement. 

solitude Being alone in society 

hope A desire for a particular thing to happen 

refugee 
A person who has been forced to leave 
their country in order to escape war, 
persecution, or natural disaster. 
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