
 
 

 
 

Important Information 

Plot 
A little girl named Sophie is having tea with her mother in 
their kitchen. Soon they are joined for tea by a tiger who 
drinks all the tea, eats all the food in the house and drinks 
everything, even draining the water from the taps. Then he 
leaves. Sophie's father comes home and suggests that they 
all go out and have a lovely meal in a cafe. The following 
day Sophie and her mother go out to buy some more food, 
including a big tin of tiger food. But the tiger never returns. 
Setting 
Sophie’s house where she lives with her parents.   

Characters 

Sophie 
Lead character – a small girl who is about to 
eat when a tiger interrupts her plans. She 
then kindly prepares for the tigers next visit.  

Tiger A large animal who is very hungry and helps 
himself to everything in Sophie’s house.  

Sophie’s 
mother 

A woman who has been at home today and 
has made dinner for her family before the 
tiger interrupts their plans.  

Sophie’s 
father 

A man who has been to work today and 
decides to take his family out for tea.  

Key Vocabulary 

tiger a large animal with orange fur and black 
stripes. 

ring the noise a door bell makes 

tea an meal eaten in the evening 

supper food eaten later in the evening  

café a place which serves different food 

Name of book: The Tiger Who Came to Tea 
Author: Judith Kerr 
Illustrator: Judith Kerr 
Genre: Children’s fiction 

Quotes 
"Once there was a little girl 
called Sophie, and she was 

having tea with her mummy 
in the kitchen. Suddenly 

there was a ring at the door. 
Sophie's mummy said, 'I 
wonder who that could 

be?'" 

Context: Judith Kerr was born in Germany and left with her 
family before the second world war started. After the war she 
had a daughter and used to tell the story to her daughter. She 
then wrote the story to share with the world.  
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