
 
 

 

 
       

 
 

Year 3 – Benjamin Britten 
There was a Monkey 

 
 
 

 
 

Key Information 

In 1934, Benjamin Britten wrote 12 songs for the school in 
Wales where his brother was a teacher. These songs, 
called Friday Afternoons (that was when pupils had their 
singing practice), started Britten’s lifelong interest in 
music for young people and in music education. Britten 
set to music text by many different poets and authors. 
The music always illustrates beautifully the mood of the 
text. All the songs are accompanied by the piano. 
There Was a Monkey is one of the Friday Afternoons 
songs. The text is by an unknown writer and was taken 
from an anthology called Tom Tiddler's Ground, edited by 
Walter de la Mare (1873-1956) who was a well-known 
English poet and writer. In the 1920s and 30s, children 
sang mostly nursery rhymes and playground chants. When 
Britten composed these songs, they would have felt very 
contemporary to the children, just as it does when we sing 
the latest pop songs at school today. 

Key Vocabulary 

Pulse the regular heartbeat of the music, 
the steady beat. 

Rhythm 
long and short sounds or patterns 
that happen over the pulse, the 
steady beat. 

Tempo the speed of the music, fast or slow 
or in-between 

Timbre 

all instruments including voices, have 
a certain sound quality eg the 
trumpet has a very different sound to 
the violin 

Texture 
layers of sound working together 
make music very interesting to listen 
to. 

Structure every piece of music has a structure 
eg introduction, verse, chorus ending 

Dynamics how loud or quiet music is. 

Pitch high and low sounds. 

Melody a sequence of single notes that is 
musically satisfying. 

Tune 
a melody, especially one which 
characterises a certain piece of 
music. 

Composition the action or art of producing a 
creative piece of music. 

Instrument an object or device for producing 
musical sounds. 

Ensemble 
a piece of music performed by a 
whole cast, choir, or group of 
instruments. 

Performance an act of performing a dramatic piece 
of music. 
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