
 
 

 

 
       

 
 

Year 3 – Three Little Birds 

 
 
 

 
 

Key Information 

Robert Nesta "Bob" Marley, (1945 - 1981) was a 
Jamaican musician. He was the guitarist and lead 
singer for the reggae band Bob Marley and The 
Wailers (1963 - 1981). Marley is the most 
famous performer of reggae music, and helped 
spread both Jamaican music and the Rastafari 
movement to a worldwide audience. 
 
Three Little Birds was the fourth track on side 
two of their 1977 album Exodus, released as a 
single in 1980. It’s one of Marley's most popular 
songs. The song has been covered by numerous 
other artists. No one is really sure where 
inspiration for Three Little Birds came from. 
They're partly inspired by birds that Marley was 
fond of, that used to fly and sit next to his home. 
However, three female singers from the reggae 
group I Threes, who did shows as backing 
singers with Marley, claim it is a reference to 
them. After the song was written, Bob would 
always refer to them as the Three Little Birds. 

Key Vocabulary 

Pulse the regular heartbeat of the music, 
the steady beat. 

Rhythm 
long and short sounds or patterns 
that happen over the pulse, the 
steady beat. 

Tempo the speed of the music, fast or slow 
or in-between 

Timbre 

all instruments including voices, have 
a certain sound quality eg the 
trumpet has a very different sound to 
the violin 

Texture 
layers of sound working together 
make music very interesting to listen 
to. 

Structure every piece of music has a structure 
eg introduction, verse, chorus ending 

Dynamics how loud or quiet music is. 

Pitch high and low sounds. 

Melody a sequence of single notes that is 
musically satisfying. 

Tune 
a melody, especially one which 
characterises a certain piece of 
music. 

Composition the action or art of producing a 
creative piece of music. 

Instrument an object or device for producing 
musical sounds. 

Ensemble 
a piece of music performed by a 
whole cast, choir, or group of 
instruments. 

Performance an act of performing a dramatic piece 
of music. 
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