
 
 

 
History of Warkworth Castle 

The Foundation of Warkworth Castle 
Henry, son of David I, King of Scotland, has 

conventionally been credited with raising the 
motte and bailey (an artificial mound surrounded 

by a fortified enclosure) and the first stone 
buildings at Warkworth, after he became Earl of 

Northumberland in 1139. 

Key Questions 

What are the differences between life in a 
castle and present day life? 

What were the different roles in a castle? 
What are the different chambers called? 
Which part of the trip did you enjoy the 

most? 
How did you feel walking around the 

castle? 
 

Important Information 

Castles were built to defend and protect 
from invaders. 

 
Castles house royal families as well as 
servants, knights, maids and jesters. 

 
Queen Elizabeth is our current queen. 

 
Castles were built on high ground, often 

surrounded by or near water. 
 

Castles would be built within a 
settlement. 

 
Warkworth castle is one of the most 

impressive castles in Northern England 
and it still remains today. 

Key Vocabulary 

past Gone by in time and no longer existing. 
 

present Existing or occurring now. 
 

castle 
A large building, typically of the medieval period, fortified against 
attack with thick walls, battlements, towers, and in many cases a 
moat. 

moat A deep wide trench surrounding a castle, usually filled with water. 

gate A barrier used to close an opening of a wall. 

drawbridge A platform that can be raised or lowered over a moat to allow entry 
to the castle. 

sword A weapon with a long metal blade. 

shield A broad piece of metal used as protection against others or 
weapons. 

keep The strongest and most secure part of the castle. 

armour Metal covering worn to protect the body in battle. 

battlement The open space in a castle wall from which to launch weapons at 
the enemy. 

dungeon A dark, underground prison. 

turret A small tower on top of a larger tower. 

arrow slit A narrow opening in a wall to shoot or look through. 

bailey The outer wall of a castle. 

refurbishment The renovation and redecoration of something, especially a 
building. 

artefacts An object made by a human being, typically one of cultural or 
historical interest. 

significant Great or important to be worthy of attention. 

living memory During the time that anyone still alive can remember. 
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