
 
 

Jesus as God incarnate 

Christians believe that Jesus is God Incarnate, which means God 
in the flesh. Directly translated, ‘Messiah’ means ‘anointed one’ 
which is the title given to the person believed to be the saviour; 
the person who has been chosen and sent by God to ‘save’ 
mankind. Throughout the new testament, there is much 
evidence that Jesus is the Messiah (the chosen one) through his 
death and subsequent resurrection. Furthermore, Christians 
believe the miracles Jesus performed show that he is the chosen 
one. Jesus is confirmed as the messiah in Matthew’s gospel 
(16:13-17), in which Peter declares: “You are the Messiah, the 
Son of the living God.” Through this statement, Jesus is 
confirmed as the Messiah who was sent to do God’s will. 
Although Christians hold different beliefs about Jesus, his birth, 
crucifixion, death, resurrection and ascension all Christians tend 
to hold this belief.  Key Vocabulary 

Incarnation The idea that God became a man in human 
form by taking on the form of Jesus Christ. 

Messiah A person believed to be the saviour, who 
has come to bring salvation to humankind.  

Salvation The idea that we can be saved from harm. 

Saviour A person or deity who saves someone or 
something from harm/danger. 

Prophecy text 
A prophecy is a message that is claimed by 
a person (typically a prophet) to have been 
communicated to them by a deity. 

Gospel A teaching or revelation of Christ. 

Jesus as our saviour 

When Christians refer to Jesus as the Saviour, they are 
referring to the belief that he gave up his own life to save 
humans from their sins. The name Jesus in Hebrew is Yeshua, 
which translates as ‘the Lord saves’.  Jesus’ death and 
resurrection proves to Christians that he is the Saviour that 
God promised and the path to salvation. Through Christ’s 
death on the cross, Christians are saved from eternal 
damnation and are given the hope of salvation. Through his 
death and resurrection, Jesus atoned for the sins of 
humanity, allowing them to be reconciled with God. 
Christians believe that Christ is the only way to salvation, and 
that salvation will be for those who believe.  

Set yourself a target! By the end of this topic, what do you 
want to achieve? 
 
 
 
 
Did you achieve your target? Yes  /  no 

RE Knowledge Organiser 
‘Why do Christians believe Jesus is the Messiah?’ 

 

How does Jesus 
being the Messiah 

affect how Christians 
live their lives 

 


