
 
 

Holy Week 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Holy Week is a sacred week of the year in Christianity. It 
consists of the week between Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday. 
In this week, Christians specifically think about Jesus and the 
last week of his life. They pay particularly close attention to the 
suffering he went through and some Christians complete the 
‘Via Dolorosa’ which is a route in the Old City of Jerusalem 
which represents the path that Jesus took on the way to his 
crucifixion. Christians believe Holy Week is important as it 
reminds them of God’s sacrifice for his son and God’s love for 
his people. 

Why is Easter important to Christians? 

Easter is the most important festival in the Christian 
calendar. It celebrates God raising his son Jesus from the 
dead (the resurrection of their saviour; Jesus Christ) as well 
as the destruction of the power of sin and death forever. It 
symbolises the opening of Heaven with the gift of eternal life 
to everyone. Christians may celebrate Easter in different 
ways; special church services occur, music is played, 
candlelight is lit, flowers are offered and the ringing of 
church bells echo from Churches around the world. Many 
Christians view Easter as the greatest feast of the Church 
year and it is an extremely joyous holiday. 

Set yourself a target! By the end of this topic, what do you 
want to achieve? 
 
 
 
 
Did you achieve your target? Yes  /  no 

Key Vocabulary 

Holy Week 
The Holy Week is the most sacred week of 
the year in the Church; the week between 
Palm Sunday and Easter. 

Palm Sunday The Sunday before Easter. 

Easter Sunday The day Christians celebrate Easter. 

Good Friday 

The day Jesus was crucified; the Friday 
before Easter, it is traditionally a day of 
fasting and repenting for things we may 
have done wrong over the year. 

Salvation The idea that we can be saved from harm. 
Gospel A teaching or revelation of Christ. 

RE Knowledge Organiser 
‘Why do Christians call the day Jesus died Good Friday?’ 

 

What is so 
‘good’ 

about Good 
Friday? 


