
 
 
 

How is the Torah used? 

The Torah scrolls are taken out from the Ark and portions 
read in the synagogue three times each week. On 
Mondays and Thursdays small sections are read. The main 
reading is on the morning of Shabbat (Sabbath), which for 
Jews is a Saturday. Over the course of the year the whole 
scroll is read in sequence. This begins from the end of 
Sukkot which is an autumn festival. The special portions 
for the readings are called parshioth and are usually three 
to five chapters in length. The reader has to be very skilled 
to read from the scroll because the letters are written 
without corresponding vowels. They have to know the 
portion very well to avoid making mistakes. The reading is 
conducted using an ancient tune and is sung rather than 
spoken. The Torah is never directly touched and is handled 
using different equipment as a sign of respect for the 
book. 

The Torah 
The Torah is the sacred text of the Jewish people. Traditional 
Jewish people believe that God told Moses all of the Torah on 
Mount Sinai, and that Moses wrote down his exact words. Torah 
refers to the five books of Moses. These are: Bresheit (Genesis), 
Shemot (Exodus), Vayicra (Leviticus), Bamidbar (Numbers), and 
Devarim (Deuteronomy). Jews believe They believe that the 
Torah shows how God wants Jews to live. It contains 613 
commandments and Jews refer to the ten best known of these as 
the ten 10 statements.  

Key Vocabulary 

Torah  
The name given to the Five Books of Moses that 
come at the very beginning of the Hebrew 
Bible. 

Tanakh The Hebrew Bible is the collection of Hebrew 
scriptures, including the Torah. 

Synagogue  
The building where a Jewish assembly or 
congregation meets for religious worship and 
instruction 

Moses   

The most important Jewish prophet. He is 
credited with writing the Torah and with 
leading the Israelites out of Egypt and across 
the Red Sea.  

Sin To sin is to do an ‘immoral’ act; to do something 
wrong against somebody or something. 

Forgiveness To act of forgiving somebody for something 
they have done wrong. 

Salvation To be saved from harm. 

Set yourself a target! By the end of this topic, what do you 
want to achieve? 
 
 
 
 
Did you achieve your target? Yes  /  no 

RE Knowledge Organiser 
‘Why is the Torah so important to Jewish people?’ 

 

Should the 
values of 

Judaism only 
be important 

to Jews? 


