
 
 

 

 

Important Information 

Plot 
Gracie and Daniel have been warned to stay away from the 
Birdman and his side of the island. But one day they find a 
mysterious message in the sand, and realise that the 
Birdman is not who they thought. Soon they build up a firm 
friendship with him. But should they believe the Birdman’s 
story that the island is cursed?  
Themes 
Trust, friendship, compassion, resilience.  
Setting 
A remote island around the time of World War One.    

Characters 

Gracie 
Jenkins 

Protagonist - A fearful girl that believed any 
story told to her about the Birdman. 

Daniel 
Pender 

Protagonist - A handy boy, but he is also 
adventurous and social. But Daniel is also 
afraid of the dark. 

Zachariah 
Woodcock 

A deaf old man that lives in a cottage away 
from all the island people also known as the 
Birdman 

Peter 
Jenkins 

The father of Gracie, he has a slightly angry 
personality in the story, but is also a good 
liar/actor at the same time. 

Mr. 
Wellbeloved 

Gracie and Daniel's teacher who judges 
every student by arithmetic. 

Key Vocabulary 

sou’wester a oilskin rain hat. 

kittiwake a seabird species in the gull family.  

curse (to put) an evil spell on someone. 

narwhal 
a medium-sized toothed whale that 
possesses a large "tusk" from a 
protruding canine tooth. 

conspiracy a secret plan by a group to do something 
unlawful or harmful. 

arithmetic using numbers. 

oar implement used for rowing. 

crescendo a gradual increase in loudness. 

Name of book: Why the Whales Came 
Author: Michael Morpurgo 
Illustrator:  Michael Morpurgo 
Genre: Fiction 

What can the book teach 
us? 

Don’t believe rumours 
about people. They are 
unlikely to be true.  

Quotes 
“The Birdman puts spells on 
people. We musn’t talk to 
him. We’re not supposed 

to.” – Gracie Jenkins 

Context:  Michael Morpurgo has written many children’s books and challenges children to 
think about experiences that may impact upon their life. Why the Whales Came was first 
published in 1985.   
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