
 
 

 
 Important Information 

Plot 
1659. A time of fear and persecution. Mary, granddaughter of a witch, 
keeps a diary. It begins: I am Mary. I am a witch… 
 
She sees her grandmother hanged, is rescued by a stranger, takes ship 
for America and finds a place in a Puritan community there. All that 
befalls her, she records in her diary and as she writes, she stitches the 
pages inside a quilt for discovery would mean death. The quilt lies 
undisturbed for more than three hundred years. Then, during the 
process of conservation, the diary is discovered. Her story can be told. 
Themes 
Family, relationships and persecution 
Setting 
A small village in England before escaping to move to America.   

Characters 

Mary Nuttall Main character in the story and the granddaughter 
of Eliza Nuttall. Mary is a witch.  

Eliza Nuttall Mary’s grandmother who is also known as Mother 
Nuttall. Eliza is a witch.  

Witch Pricker 
This person is responsible for testing people, using 
long metallic pins, to see if they are guilty of being 

a witch.  

Annie The landlady of the inn where Mary was taken to. 
She is trustworthy and kind.  

John Rivers A sailor who is helping Mary move from England to 
America.  

Reverend 
Johnson 

The leader of the settlement at Beulah who is 
hailed as a prophet.  

Name of book: Witch Child 
Authors: Celia Rees 
Genre: Fantasy 

Key Vocabulary 

Familiars  
A close friend, or a spirit in the shape of a cat, bird, 
or other animal that is the close companion of a 
witch. 

Midden A heap of animal waste, or waste material thrown 
away by human beings in the past. 

Ostler In the past, someone who took care of people's 
horses when they stopped at an inn. 

Pewter A bluish-grey metal that is a mixture of tin and 
lead. 

Plague A large number of things that are unpleasant or 
likely to cause damage. 

Posset A sweet food made from milk or cream with other 
things such as sugar and lemon. 

Puritan 
A member of an English religious group in the 16th 
and 17th centuries who wanted to make church 
ceremonies simpler. 

Book Knowledge Organiser – Witch Child 
 

Set yourself a target! By the end of this topic, what do you want to achieve? 
 
 
                Did you achieve your target? Yes / No 
 


