
 
Writing Progression Map 

 
 

 EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Sentences  Attempts to write short 

sentences in 
meaningful contexts.  
 
They write simple 
sentences which can 
be read by themselves 
and others (ELG). 
 
 

In some writing, 
with increasing 
independence:  
Mostly 
grammatically 
accurate clauses  
 
Reliance on simple 
phrases and 
clauses  
 

 Join words and 
joining clauses 
using and 

  
 Some variation in 

sentence openings 
e.g. then,  suddenly 
 
Understand the 
following 
terminology 
-letter 
-capital letter 
- word 
-singular 
-plural 
-sentence 
-punctuation 
-full stop 
-question mark 
-exclamation mark  

Continue to apply 
phonic knowledge 
and skills as the 
route to decode 
words until 
automatic 
decoding is 
embedded and 
reading is fluent 
 
Read accurately by 
blending the 
sounds in words 
that contain 
graphemes for all 
40+ phonemes 
 
Recognise 
alternative sounds 
for graphemes 
 
Read accurately 
words of 2 or more 
syllables that 
contain the same 
graphemes as 
above 
 
Understand both 
the books they 
have read 
accurately and 
fluently and those 
they have listened 
to by checking that 
the text makes 
sense as they read 

In most 
independent 
writing 
 
Start to use a variety 
of fronted 
adverbials. 
 
Use noun or 
pronouns for 
clarity & cohesion 
& to avoid 
repetition e.g. she, 
him, this. 
 
Express time, 
place and cause 
using co-
ordinating and 
-Subordinating 
conjunctions e.g. 
when, if, after, 
although, because 
-Adverbs e.g. then, 
next, soon, 
therefore 
-Prepositions e.g. 
before, after, 
during, in, 
because, of  
 
Understand the 
following 
terminology: 
preposition, 

Across a range of 
independent writing 
 
Some variation in 
sentence structure 
through a range of 
openings e.g. some 
time later, our gang 
or speech. 
 
Sentences are 
mostly 
grammatically 
sound e.g. security 
of tense & person 
 
Use fronted 
adverbials e.g. 
later that day, I 
heard the bad 
news 
 
Use noun phrases 
expanded by the 
addition of 
modifying 
adjectives, nouns 
and prepositional 
phrases e.g. the 
strict maths 
teacher with the 
curly hair  
 
Use standard 
English forms for 
verb inflections 

Across a wider range 
of extended writing 
 
Use a wide range of 
clause structures, 
sometimes varying 
their position within 
the sentence 
 
Use relative clauses 
beginning with who, 
which, where, when, 
whose, that, or an 
omitted relative 
pronoun 
 
Indicate degrees of 
possibility using 
adverbs e.g. perhaps, 
surely or modal verbs 
e.g. might, should, 
will, must 
 
Use different sentence 
types e.g. reported 
speech, rhetorical 
questions. 
 
Use a wider range of 
subordinating 
conjunctions e.g. whilst, 
until, despite 

Across a wider range of 
extended writing 

 
Controlled use of a variety of 
simple and complex sentences 
to achieve purpose and 
contribute to overall effect 
 
Use the passive verb to affect 
the presentation of 
information in sentences e.g. I 
broke the window in the 
greenhouse versus the 
window in the greenhouse 
was broken 
 
Understand the difference 
between structures typical of 
informal speech and 
structures appropriate for 
formal speech e.g. the use of 
question tags: He’s your 
friend, isn’t he? Or the use of 
subjunctive forms such as; If I 
were or were they to come in 
some very formal writing and 
speech.  
 
Use the perfect form of verbs 
to mark relationships of time 
and cause  
 
Use expanded noun phrases 
to convey complicated 
information concisely 
 
Understand the terminology; 
subject, object, active, 
passive, synonym, antonym, 
ellipsis, hyphen, colon, semi-
colon and bullet points 
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Understand how 
words can 
combine to make 
sentences 
 

and correct 
inaccurate reading 
 
Read words 
containing 
common suffixes 
e.g. –ing, -ed, er  
 
Read common 
exception words, 
noting unusual 
correspondences 
between spelling 
and sounds and 
where these occur 
in the word e.g. 
could, again  
 
Read most words 
quickly and 
accurately and 
fluently, without 
overt sounding and 
blending when they 
have been 
frequently 
encountered 
 
Read aloud books 
closely matched to 
their improving 
phonic knowledge, 
sounding 
unfamiliar words 
accurately, 
automatically and 
without undue 
hesitation  
 
Re-read books, 
sounding out 
unfamiliar words 
accurately, to build 

conjunction, word 
family, prefix, 
suffix, clause, 
subordinate 
clause, direct 
speech, 
consonant, 
consonant letter 
vowel, vowel letter, 
inverted commas   

instead of local 
spoken forms 
(Geordie) e.g. we 
were instead of 
we was or I did 
instead of I done  
 
use and 
understand the 
grammatical 
terminology: 
determiner, 
pronoun, 
possessive 
pronoun, 
adverbial 
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fluency and 
confidence in word 
reading  
 

Punctuation  In some writing, 
with increasing 
independence:  
Leave spaces 
between words  

 
Beginning to 
punctuate 
sentences using  
-a capital letters  
-full stops 
-question  mark 
-exclamation mark 

 
Use a capital 
letter for: 
-Names of people 
-Names of places 
-Days of the week 
-Personal 
pronoun I  
  
 

In some writing, 
with increasing 
independence:  
Leave spaces 
between words  

 
Beginning to 
punctuate 
sentences using  
-a capital letters  
-full stops 
-question  mark 
-exclamation mark 

 
Use a capital 
letter for: 
-Names of people 
-Names of places 
-Days of the week 
-Personal 
pronoun I  
  
 

In most 
independent 
writing 
 
Sentences 
demarcated 
accurately with  
-full stops 
-capital letters 
-question marks  
-exclamation marks 
-an awareness of 
commas. 
 
Indicate 
possession by 
using possessive 
apostrophes with 
plural nouns 
 
Begin to use 
inverted commas 
to punctuate direct 
speech  
 
Use commas after 
fronted adverbials  
 

Across a range of 
independent writing 
 
Sentences 
generally 
demarcated 
accurately 
throughout text. 
 
Use inverted 
commas and 
other punctuation 
to indicate direct 
speech e.g. a 
comma after the 
reporting clause 
and punctuation 
within inverted 
commas e.g. The 
conductor 
shouted, “Sit 
down!”  
 
Punctuate bullets 
consistently 
 
Use commas after 
fronted adverbials 
 
Use apostrophes 
to mark plural 
possession e.g. 
the girl’s name / 
the girls’ names  
 
Understand the 
difference 

Across a wider range 
of extended writing 
 
Full range of 
punctuation used 
almost always 
correctly  
 
Use brackets, 
dashes or commas 
to indicate 
parenthesis  
 
Use commas to 
clarify meaning and 
avoid ambiguity  
 
Use a colon to 
introduce a list 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Understand the 
following 
terminology: modal 
verb, relative 
pronoun, relative 
clause, 
parenthesis, 
bracket, dash, 
cohesion, 
ambiguity  

Across a wider range of 
extended writing 

 
Use the full range of 
punctuation taught at KS2 
including colons and semi-
colons to mark the boundary 
between independent clauses 
 
Use the semi-colon, colon 
and dash to mark the 
boundary between 
independent clauses e.g. 
It’s raining; I’m fed up.  
 
Use the colon to 
introduce a list and use 
semi-colons within lists 
 
Use bullet points to list 
information consistently  
 
Understand how hyphens 
can be used to avoid 
ambiguity e.g. man eating 
shark versus man-eating 
shark 
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between the plural 
and the 
possessive ‘s’  
 

 

Text Structure 
and 

Organisation 

 In some writing, 
with increasing 
independence:  
Some formulaic 
phrases indicate 
start / end of text 
e.g. One day, in the 
end. 

 
Events  / ideas 
sometimes in 
appropriate order 

 
Simple connections 
between ideas, 
events e.g. use 
time connectives, 
then / so. 
 
Sequence 
sentences to form 
short narratives 

 

In some writing, 
with increasing 
independence:  
Some formulaic 
phrases indicate 
start / end of text 
e.g. One day, in the 
end. 

 
Events  / ideas 
sometimes in 
appropriate order 

 
Simple connections 
between ideas, 
events e.g. use 
time connectives, 
then / so. 
 
Sequence 
sentences to form 
short narratives 

 

In most 
independent 
writing 
 
Openings and 
closings usually 
signalled 
 
Draft and write by 
organising writing 
into paragraphs 
around a theme 
 
Begin to use 
paragraphs as a 
way to group 
related material  
 
Within 
paragraphs/sections, 
some links between 
sentences e.g. most 
of all, when we got 
there 
 
Some attempt to 
sequence ideas 
logically 
 
Draft and write 
non-narrative 
material, using 
headings and sub-
headings to 
organise texts  
 

Across a range of 
independent writing 
 
Draft and write by 
organising 
paragraphs 
around a theme   
 
Use paragraphs to 
organise ideas 
around a theme  
 
Ideas or material 
generally in logical 
sequence but 
overall direction of 
writing not always 
clearly signalled 
 
Ideas are organised 
simply with a fitting 
opening and 
closing, sometimes 
linked 
 
Make the 
appropriate 
choice of pronoun 
or noun, within or 
across sentences, 
to aid cohesion 
and avoid 
repetition 
 
Draft and write 
non-narrative 
material using 

Across a wider range 
of extended writing 
 
Material is structured 
clearly, with 
sentences organised 
into appropriate 
paragraphs. 
 
Development of 
material is effectively 
managed & 
controlled across 
text, contributing to 
overall effectiveness 
of text e.g. closings 
refer back to 
openings 
 
Link ideas across 
paragraphs using 
adverbials of time 
e.g. later 
Place e.g. nearby 
Number e.g. 
secondly 
Tense choice e.g. 
he had seen her 
before  
 
Draft and write by 
using devices to 
build cohesion 
within and across 
sentences and 
paragraphs e.g. 

Across a wider range of 
extended writing 
 
Material is clearly controlled and 
sequenced, taking account of the 
reader’s likely reaction, e.g. 
paragraphs of differing lengths, 
use of flashback in narrative, 
anticipating reader’s questions 

 
A range of features clearly signal 
overall direction of the text for the 
reader, e.g. opening paragraphs 
that introduce themes clearly, 
paragraph markers, links 
between paragraphs 
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Use headings and 
sub-headings to 
aid presentation 

simple 
organisational 
devices 
 

then, after that, 
this, firstly 
 
Draft and write by 
using further 
organisational and 
presentational 
devices to 
structure text and 
guide the reader 
e.g. headings, 
bullet points, 
underlining 
 
Use devices to 
build cohesion 
within a paragraph 
e.g. then, after that, 
this, firstly  
 

Composition  Gives meaning to 
marks they make as 
they draw, write and 
paint.  
 
Writes own name and 
other things such as 
labels and captions.  

In some writing, 
with increasing 
independence:  
Some indication of 
basic purpose, 
particular form or 
awareness of 
reader e.g. Dear 
Pig 
 
Write for different 
audiences 
 
writes for a 
widening range of 
purposes 
including  stories, 
lists, labels, 
captions, recipes, 

In some writing, 
with increasing 
independence:  
Some indication of 
basic purpose, 
particular form or 
awareness of 
reader e.g. Dear 
Pig 
 
Write for different 
audiences 
 
writes for a 
widening range of 
purposes 
including  stories, 
lists, labels, 
captions, recipes, 

In most 
independent 
writing 
 
Draft and write in 
narratives creating 
settings, 
characters and 
plots  
 
Main purpose 
established at a 
general level 
 
Relevant ideas and 
content sometimes 
developed with 
detail added in parts, 
but may be 

Across a range of 
independent writing 
 
Main purpose of 
writing is clear & 
incorporates 
relevant content to 
inform or engage 
reader.  
 
Can write 
independently 
using features that 
are appropriate to 
the task  
 
Some ideas and 
material developed 
in 

Across a wider range 
of extended writing 
 
Draft and write 
narratives, 
describing settings, 
characters and 
atmosphere and 
integrating 
dialogue to convey 
character and 
advance the action  
 
Main purpose of 
writing is clear and 
consistently 
maintained with 
some effective 
selection & placing 

Across a wider range of 
extended writing 

 
Construction of paragraphs 
clearly supports meaning and 
purpose, e.g. paragraph topic 
signalled and then developed, 
withholding of information for 
effect, thematic links between 
paragraphs 
 
Draft and write by linking 
ideas across paragraphs 
using a wider range of 
cohesive devices, 
repetition of a word or 
phrase, grammatical 
connections and ellipsis  
 

 
Convincing, individual voice or 
point of view established and 
mostly sustained throughout, e.g. 
authoritative expert view, 
convincing characterisation, 
adopting a role 
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instructions and 
letters (ELG) 

 

instructions and 
letters (ELG) 

 

imbalanced e.g. led 
mainly by dialogue 
 
Main features of a 
selected form are 
attempted, 
sometimes showing 
an awareness of the 
reader. 
 
Write for a range of 
real purposes & 
audiences as part of 
cross-curricular work  
 
Some attempts at 
appropriate style, 
with attention to 
reader e.g. slogan in 
leaflet 
 
Attempts to adopt a 
viewpoint within a 
text, though not 
consistent e.g. 
persuade in a letter 

detail e.g. 
descriptions 
elaborated by 
adverbial & noun 
phrases. Ideas may 
be adapted beyond 
task prompt 
 
Straightforward 
viewpoint generally 
established and 
maintained. 
Contrasting 
opinions may be 
presented & some 
use of expert 
comment may be 
used to suggest 
credibility e.g. 
writing in role as a 
scientist. 
 
Some use of 
stylistic features 
support purpose 
e.g. use of similes. 
 
In writing 
narratives, consider 
how authors have 
developed 
characters & setting 
in what pupils have 
read, listened to or 
seen performed 
e.g. flashbacks. 
  
In narratives, 
describe settings, 
characters & 

of content to inform / 
engage reader 
 
Development of 
ideas appropriately 
shaped for selected 
form through 
elaboration & 
imaginative detail 
e.g. expansion of 
key events, detailed 
characterisation 
 
Controlled clear 
viewpoint 
established, 
generally consistent 
with some 
development of 
opinion, attitude, 
position or stance 
e.g. discussion 
essay about school 
uniform 
 
Features of selected 
form clearly 
established with 
some adaptation to 
purpose e.g. level of 
formality, adaptation 
of content for genre / 
audience 
 
Varied stylistic 
features may support 
both purpose & 
effect e.g. 
alliteration, 

level of formality used for 
purpose and audience generally 
appropriate and a range of 
stylistic devices used to achieve 
effect, not always successfully, 
e.g. controlled informality, 
generalisations or shifts between 
conversational style and more 
literary language 
 
Draft and write by using 
organisational and 
presentational devices to 
structure the text and to guide 
the reader e.g. headings, sub-
headings, columns, bullets or 
tables 
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atmosphere, 
integrating 
dialogue to 
convey character 
& advance the 
action.  
 

metaphors, puns, 
emotive phrases 
 

Vocabulary Use their phonic 
knowledge to write 
words in ways which 
match their spoken 
sounds (ELG). 
 
Write some irregular 
common words 
(ELG).  

In some writing, 
with increasing 
independence:  
Mostly simple 
vocabulary 

 
Increasing variety 
of phonetically 
plausible 
vocabulary 
attempts. 

 
Communicates 
meaning through 
repetition of key 
words e.g. He ran 
and he ran. 

 
Some descriptive 
language  
 

In some writing, 
with increasing 
independence:  
Mostly simple 
vocabulary 

 
Increasing variety 
of phonetically 
plausible 
vocabulary 
attempts. 

 
Communicates 
meaning through 
repetition of key 
words e.g. He ran 
and he ran. 

 
Some descriptive 
language  
 

In most 
independent 
writing 
 
Simple, generally 
age-appropriate 
vocabulary used, 
may be limited in 
range (see spelling 
& word list) 
 
Propose changes to 
vocabulary to 
improve consistency 
& nuances 
 
Use a progressively 
richer & more varied 
vocabulary e.g. 
collision, glamorous 
 
Use the present 
perfect form of 
verbs instead of 
the simple past e.g. 
he has gone out to 
play as opposed to 
he went out to play 

Across a range of 
independent writing 
 
Some deliberate 
selection of 
phrases &  
vocabulary choices 
(e.g. technical 
terminology or vivid 
language such as 
poisonous or nobly 
- see spelling & 
word list) 
 
Progressively build 
a varied and rich 
vocabulary e.g. 
crescent, 
spontaneous 
 

Across a wider range 
of extended writing 
 
Vocabulary 
predominately 
appropriate to text 
type & genre. 
Precise word choice 
may create impact & 
augment meaning. 
e.g. hindrance, 
mischievous (see 
word list & spellings 
for Y5 & 6) 

 

Modifiers contribute 
to shades of 
meaning e.g. 
extremely 
 
Use different verb 
forms mostly 
accurately with 
consideration for 
audience and 
purpose  
 
Evaluate and edit 
by ensuring mostly 
consistent and 
correct use of 
tense throughout a 
piece of writing  

Across a wider range of 
extended writing 
 
Understand the difference 
between vocabulary typical of 
informal speech and 
vocabulary appropriate for 
formal speech and writing e.g. 
find out / discover, ask for / 
request, go in/ enter  
 
Understand how words 
are related by meaning as 
synonyms and antonyms 

 
Range of vocabulary generally 
varied and often ambitious, even 
though choices not always apt 
 
Draft and write narratives, 
describing settings, 
character and 
atmosphere and 
integrating dialogue to 
convey character and 
advance the action  
 
Evaluate and edit by 
ensuring the consistent 
and correct use of tense 
throughout a piece of 
writing  
 
Evaluate and edit by 
ensuring correct subject 
and verb agreement when 
using singular and plural, 
distinguishing between 
the language of speech 
and writing and choosing 
appropriate register 
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Evaluate and edit 
ensuring correct 
subject and verb 
agreement when 
using singular and 
plural, 
distinguishing 
between the 
language of speech 
and writing  

 

 

 
 

Drafting and 
Editing 

 In some writing, with 
increasing 
independence:  
Use planning tools 
e.g. grid, story map 
or story mountain. 
 
Write sentences 
by composing 
them orally before 
writing them 
 
Write sentences 
by saying out 
loud what they are 
going to write 
about  
 
Draft writing  
 
Re-reading what 
they have written 
to check that it 
makes sense  
 

In some writing, with 
increasing 
independence:  
Use planning tools 
e.g. grid, story map 
or story mountain. 
 
Write sentences 
by composing 
them orally before 
writing them 
 
Write sentences 
by saying out 
loud what they are 
going to write 
about  
 
Draft writing  
 
Re-reading what 
they have written 
to check that it 
makes sense  
 

Plan their writing by 
discussing writing 
similar to that which 
they are planning to 
write in order to 
understand and learn 
from its structure and 
vocabulary  
 
Plan their writing by 
discussing and 
recording ideas within 
their given structure 
 
Draft and write by 
composing and 
rehearsing sentences 
orally, building a rich 
and varied vocabulary 
and using sentence 
structures from 
English Appendix 2  
 
Proof read for 
spelling errors and 
punctuation 
 

Plan their writing by 
discussing writing 
similar to that which 
they are planning to 
write, in order to 
understand and 
learn from its 
structure, 
vocabulary and 
grammar  
 
Plan their writing by 
discussing and 
recording ideas 
 
Draft and write by 
composing 
sentences orally, 
including dialogue, 
building a varied 
and rich vocabulary 
and using sentence 
structures with 
reference to English 
Appendix 2  
 

Plan their writing by 
noting and developing 
initial ideas, drawing 
on reading where 
necessary  
 

Plan their writing by 
identifying the 
audience for and 
purpose of the writing 
using other similar 
writing as models for 
their own 
 
Plan their writing of 
narratives by 
considering how 
authors have 
developed characters 
and settings in what 
the class have read, 
listened to or seen 
performed  
 
Draft and write by 
selecting appropriate 
grammar and 
vocabulary 
understanding how 

Across a wider range of 
extended writing 

 
Plan their writing by 
identifying the audience 
and purpose of the writing, 
selecting the appropriate 
form and using other 
similar writing as models 
for their own 
 
Plan their writing by noting 
and developing initial ideas, 
drawing on reading and 
research where necessary 
 
Plan their writing of 
narratives through 
reasoned consideration of 
how authors have 
developed characters and 
settings in what the class 
have read, listened to, seen 
or performed 
 
Draft and write by selecting 
appropriate grammar and 
vocabulary, including 
Appendix 2, understanding 
how such choices can 
change and enhance 
meaning 
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Discuss what they 
have written with 
teacher or other 
pupils  
 
Read aloud their 
writing clearly 
enough to be 
heard by their 
peers & the 
teacher. 

Discuss what they 
have written with 
teacher or other 
pupils  
 
Read aloud their 
writing clearly 
enough to be 
heard by their 
peers & the 
teacher. 

Read their own 
writing aloud, to a 
group or the whole 
class, using 
appropriate intonation 
and controlling the 
tone and volume so 
that the meaning is 
clear  
 

Evaluate and edit by 
assessing the 
effectiveness of their  
own and others writing 
suggesting 
improvements  
 
Evaluate and edit by 
proposing changes to 
grammar and 
vocabulary to 
improve consistency 
including the accurate 
use of pronouns in 
sentences   

Evaluate and edit by 
assessing the 
effectiveness of 
their own and others 
writing and 
suggesting 
improvement  
 
Evaluate and edit by 
proposing changes 
to grammar and 
vocabulary to 
improve 
consistency, 
including the 
accurate use of 
pronouns in 
sentences, 
expanded noun 
phrases and fronted 
adverbials  
 
Confidently read 
their writing aloud to 
a group or the whole 
class using 
appropriate 
intonation and 
controlling tone and 
volume so that the 
meaning is clear  
 
Proof-read for 
spelling & 
punctuation errors, 
including the use of 
the apostrophe for 
possession, 
speech punctuation 
and the use of 
commas for fronted 
adverbials 

such choices can 
change and enhance 
meaning   
 
Draft and write by 
précising longer 
passages 
 
Evaluate and edit by 
assessing the 
effectiveness of their 
own and others writing  
 
Evaluate and edit buy 
proposing changes to 
vocabulary, grammar 
and punctuation to 
enhance effects and 
clarify meaning  
 
Proof-read for spelling 
& punctuation errors  
 
Proof read for 
punctuation errors, 
including use of 
brackets, dashes or 
commas to indicate 
parenthesis, use of 
commas to clarify 
meaning or to avoid 
ambiguity  
 
Perform their 
compositions using 
appropriate 
intonation, volume 
and movement so that 
meaning is clear 

 
Draft and write by 
accurately précising longer 
passages 
 
Evaluate and edit by 
assessing the effectiveness 
of their own writing with 
reasoning 
 
Evaluate and edit by 
proposing reasoned 
changes to vocabulary, 
grammar and punctuation 
to enhance effects and 
clarify meaning with 
reference to appendix 2 
 
Proof read for spelling 
errors linked to spelling 
statements for year 6  
 
Proof read for 
punctuation errors 
including the use of 
semi-colons, colons, 
dashes, punctuation of 
bullet points and 
hyphens 
 
Confidently perform 
their compositions 
using appropriate 
intonation, volume and 
movement so that 
meaning is clear 
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