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Music   
 
 
 
 

*Statements in bold are taken directly from NC documents. Statements not in bold are skills we think are important for the topic. 
Key art skills to be taught across all topics and considered when making an assessment judgement include: 
 

 
 
 
 



Year 1 

Aims  

Perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers and 
musicians. 

Learn to sing and use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and with others, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use technology 
appropriately and have the opportunity to progress to the next level of musical excellence.  

Understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including through the inter-related dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, 
timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical notations. 
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Children will 

1L1. Listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high quality live and recorded music.  

1L2. Find the pulse whilst listening and using movement. 

1L3. Build an understanding of pulse and its role in as the foundation of music, every piece of music has a pulse. 

1L4. Start to use the correct musical language to suit the style of music they are learning about. 

1L5. Start to recognise instruments when listening. 
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 Children will: 

1S1. Use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes.  
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 Children will: 

1P1. Play tuned and untuned instruments musically.   

1P2. Learn to treat each instrument with respect and using the correct techniques to play them.  
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  Children will: 

1C1. Experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music.   

1C2. Start to choose, combine and organise patterns and musical ideas within musical structures and do this with understanding. 

1C3. Start composing two notes, increasing to three notes and beyond if required. 

1C4. Make up their own rhythms and melodies and create their own rhythmic patterns that lead to melodies.  

1C5. Record their composition in any way appropriate. 

 
 
 
 
 



Year 2 

Aims  

Perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers 
and musicians. 

Learn to sing and use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and with others, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use 
technology appropriately and have the opportunity to progress to the next level of musical excellence.  

Understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including through the inter-related dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, 
tempo, timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical notations. 
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Children will: 

2L1. Listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music. 

2L2. Start to develop an understanding of the history and context of music. 

2L3. Using the correct musical language, discuss feelings / emotions as well as likes / dislikes that are linked to music. 

2L4. Gradually and appropriately discuss the other dimensions of music and build on the depth of their meaning as the Key Stage   
        progresses. 
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 Children will: 

2S1. Use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes. 

2S2. Understand the importance of warming up their voices, good posture and projecting their voices. 

2S3. Have an understanding of melody and words and their importance.  
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Children will: 

2P1. Play tuned and untuned instruments musically. 

2P2. Play differentiated parts with a sound-before-symbol approach and according to ability.  

2P3. Learn to play together in a band or ensemble. 

2P4. Learn to treat each instrument with respect and use the correct techniques to play them. 

2P5. Start to understand the basics and foundations of formal notations. 

2P6. Play the easy and medium parts with notation. 
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 Children will: 

2C1. Experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using inter-related dimensions of music.  

2C2. Start to perform their own rhythms and melodies using their voice and then an instrument. 

2C3. Start to perform their own rhythms and melodies with confidence and understanding. 

2C4. Start improvising using two notes, increasing to three notes and beyond if required. 

2C5. Improvise musically with a basic knowledge of the interrelated dimensions of music.  

 
 
 
 



Year 3 

Aims  

Perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers 
and musicians. 

Learn to sing and use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and with others, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use 
technology appropriately and have the opportunity to progress to the next level of musical excellence.  

Understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including through the inter-related dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, 
tempo, timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical notations. 
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Children will 

3L1. Listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory.  

3L2. Appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great   
        composers and musicians. 

3L3. Build on using correct musical language to suit the style of music they are learning about. 

3L4. Develop an understanding of the history of music. 
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Children will:  

3S1. Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy,   
         fluency, control and expression. 

3S2. Understand the importance of warming up their voices, good posture and projecting their voices. 

3S3. Begin to sing songs and melodies musically. 

3S4. Begin to have an understanding of melody and words and their importance. 

3S5. Sing together with confidence, melody and words with increasing difficulty. 
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Children will:  

3P1. Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy,  
         fluency, control and expression. 

3P2. Play differentiated parts with a sound-before-symbol approach or using the notated scores. 

3P3. Continue to learn to play together in a band or ensemble.  

3P4. Continue to treat each instrument with respect and using the correct techniques to play them. 

3P5. Build on understanding of the basics and foundations of formal notation and play easy and medium parts by ear and begin to play by   
         reading simple notation. 
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 Children will:  

3C1. Improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using he inter-related dimensions of music. 

3C2. Use and understand staff and other musical notations.  

3C3. Improvise within a group until they build the confidence and knowledge to improvise on their own within the context of the song being learnt, 
reproducing sounds from an increasing aural memory. 

 



Year 4  
Aims  

Perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers 
and musicians. 

Learn to sing and use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and with others, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use 
technology appropriately and have the opportunity to progress to the next level of musical excellence.  

Understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including through the inter-related dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, 
tempo, timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical notations. 

 

 

L
is

te
n

 a
n

d
 

a
p

p
ra

is
e

 

Children will 

4L1. Listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory.  

4L2. Appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great   
        composers and musicians. 

4L3. Build on using correct musical language to suit the style of music they are learning about. 

4L4. Develop an understanding of the history of music. 

4L5. Confidently recognise different instruments. 
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 Children will 

4S1. Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy,   
         fluency, control and expression. 

4S2. Sing songs and melodies musically. 

4S3. Have a greater understanding of melody and words and their importance. 
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Children will 

4C1. Improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music. 

4C2. Use and understand staff and other musical notations.  

4C3. Improvise within a group, reproducing sounds from an increasing aural memory. 

4C4. Begin to make up-own rhythms and melodies and create their own rhythmic patterns. 

4C5. Confidently perform their own rhythms and melodies using an instrument. 

4C6. Improvise and perform in groups. 
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  Children will 

4P1. Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, 
fluency, control and expression. 

4P2. Improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music. 

4P3. Use and understand staff and other musical notations.  

4P4. Play tuned and/or un-tuned instruments with more control and rhythmic accuracy  

4P5. Improvise confidently as part of a performance, playing as part of a small group. 

4P6. Practise, rehearse and present performances with awareness of an audience. 

4P7. Begin to read or understand music that is notated in different ways, using graphic/pictorial notation, ICT or formal notation. 



Year 5 
Aims  

Perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers 
and musicians. 

Learn to sing and use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and with others, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use 
technology appropriately and have the opportunity to progress to the next level of musical excellence.  

Understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including through the inter-related dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, 
tempo, timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical notations. 
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 5L1. Listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory.  

5L2. Appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great   
        composers and musicians. 

5L3. Build on using correct musical language to suit the style of music they are learning about. 

5L4. Develop an understanding of the history of music. 

5L5. Listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory.  

5L6. Develop an understanding of the history and context of music. 

5L7. Use the correct musical language to discuss their feelings and emotions, likes / dislikes related to music. 

5L8. Begin to discuss the other dimensions of music and build on the depth of their meaning as the Key Stage progresses.  
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5S1. Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy,   
         fluency, control and expression. 

5S2. Understand the importance of warming up voices, good posture and projecting their voices.  

5S3. Sing songs and melodies musically. 

5S4. Have a greater understanding of melody and words and their importance.  

5S5. Sing together with confidence, melody and words which increase in difficulty. 

5S6. Sing in an ensemble producing a round sound, clear diction, control of pitch and begin to understand how two parts fit together. 
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 5P1. Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy,     
        fluency, control and expression. 

5P2. Improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using he inter-related dimensions of music. 

5P3. Use and understand staff and other musical notations.  

5P5. Choose parts according to ability and begin to play them musically. 

5P6. Continue to treat each instrument with respect and using the correct techniques to play them. 
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5C1. Improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using he inter-related dimensions of music. 

5C2. Use and understand staff and other musical notations.  

5C3. Record composition in any way appropriate. 



 
Year 6  

 

Aims  

Perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers 
and musicians. 

Learn to sing and use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and with others, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use 
technology appropriately and have the opportunity to progress to the next level of musical excellence.  

Understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including through the inter-related dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, 
timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical notations. 
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6L1. Listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory. 

6L2. Understand the pulse and its role as the foundation of music, every piece of music has a pulse. 

6L3. Appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great  
        composers and musicians.  

6L4. Develop an understanding of the history of music.  

6L5. Use the correct musical language to discuss confidently feelings and emotions / likes and dislikes that are linked to music.  

6L6. Appropriately discuss the dimensions of music and how they are linked.  
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Children will 

6S1. Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy,  
        fluency, control and expression.  

6S2. Understand the importance of warming up their voices, good posture and projecting their voices. 

6S3. Sing songs and melodies musically. 

6S4. Have a good understanding of melody and words and their importance.  

6S5. Sing together with confidence, melody and words with increasing difficulty. 

6S6. Sing in two or three parts.  

6S7. Listen to a song and learn it as instructed. 

6S8. Sing songs and melodies with greater musical understanding. 

6S9. Sing in an ensemble producing a round sound, clear diction, control of pitch and a musical understanding of how two parts fit together.  
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Children will 

6P1. Use classroom percussion, mainly tuned, to play accompaniments and tunes to improvise and compose i.e. explore and create musical  
         sounds.  

6P2. Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with accuracy, fluency and  
         increasing control and expression. 

6P3. Play differentiated parts using notated scores. 

6P4. Choose parts according to ability and play them musically. 

6P5. Continue to learn to play together in a band or ensemble. 



6P6. Continue to treat each instrument with respect and using the correct techniques to play them. 

6P7. Build on understanding the basics and foundations of formal notation. 

6P8. Play easy and medium parts by ear (without reading notation) and play the easy and medium parts with notation as a learning progression   
         when appropriate.  
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Children will 

6C1. Improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music.  

6C2. Use and understand staff and other musical notations. 

6C3. Improvise using 4 or 5 notes and the pentatonic scale.  

6C4. Make up own rhythms and melodies and create their own rhythmic patterns that lead to melodies.  

6C5. Confidently perform their own rhythms and melodies using voice or an instrument. 

6C6. Improvise and perform in solo and ensemble contexts. 

6C7. Understand musical improvisation – a melody or tune that makes sense. 

 
 
 
 


