Music development plan summary:
Willow Wood Community Primary School

All schools should have a music development plan from academic year 2023-24.
Schools are expected to publish a summary of their plan on their website from
academic year 2024-25.

This template is designed to support schools to produce the summary. It should set out
how the school will deliver high-quality music provision in curriculum music, co-
curricular music and musical experiences, taking into account the key features in the
national plan for music education:

e timetabled curriculum music of at least one hour each week of the school year
for key stages 1 to 3

e access to lessons across a range of instruments, and voice

e a school choir or vocal ensemble

e a school ensemble, band or group

e space for rehearsals and individual practice

e atermly school performance

e opportunity to enjoy live performance at least once a year

The summary should reflect your school’s music provision for the given school year
and your plans for subsequent years. It should also refer to any existing partnership
with your local music hub or other music education organisations that supports the
school with music provision.

Before publishing your completed summary, delete the advice in this template along
with this text box.

Overview
Detail Information
Academic year that this summary covers 2024-2025
Date this summary was published September 2024
Date this summary will be reviewed July 2025
Name of the school music lead Mrs Faye Lavelle Metcalfe
Name of school leadership team member with Mrs Lindsay Robertson
responsibility for music (if different)
Name of local music hub Sunderland Music Hub
Name of other music education organisation(s) Unlock Music
(if partnership in place)



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-power-of-music-to-change-lives-a-national-plan-for-music-education/

This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across
three areas — curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences — and
what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and
parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our
pupils’ music education.

Part A: Curriculum music

This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and
any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.

Our school Music curriculum and progression documentation is already published on
our school website and is updated periodically. This is available for all year groups.
Access for disabled pupils and pupils with special educational needs (SEND) are
supported through an adapted and modified curriculum dependent on need and each
music lesson is delivered by two music teachers and there is also a member of the
school support staff with the class at all times. There is a range of instruments of
varying complexity available so that adaptations can also be made to support children
of all abilities.

The Music curriculum documents can be found at Music | Willow Wood Community
Primary School (willowwoodprimary.org.uk)

Each week, children in school have a one hour music lesson which is delivered by
music teachers and musicians from Unlock Music. This is to ensure children access
high quality music provision from expert musicians.

e Our school music curriculum is informed by the model music curriculum (March
2021), non-statutory guidance for teaching music from Key Stages 1 to 3 as well
as the National Curriculum document.

e Through weekly lessons, the children have opportunities to learn to sing or play
an instrument during lesson time, such as through whole-class ensemble
teaching in all year groups. This is further enhanced through singing
assemblies, extra-curricular singing ensembles and class performances.
Instrument tuition includes drumming, percussion, recorders, ukuleles etc.

e We work in partnership with your Sunderland Music Hub as well as Unlock
Music and peripatetic drumming lessons with Daniel Dixon.

e Our children also access music throughout all curriculum subjects and
throughout school due to our involvement in the Musician In Residence
programme.

e We are passionate about encouraging children to develop a lifelong love for
music. We hope to embed this into not only our provision through an extensive
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https://www.willowwoodprimary.org.uk/curriculum-2/music/
https://www.willowwoodprimary.org.uk/curriculum-2/music/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/teaching-music-in-schools

music curriculum, but also have this evident in the provision of cross curricular
engagement, which is supported by the Musician in Residence programme we
are part of with Mish Mash.

Staff have completed Continuous Professional Development with Hannah
Taylor (Sunderland Music Hub) and Ben Armstrong (Mish Mash) to support
them in fully engaging and working collaboratively with the musician in
residence to allow the best outcomes for the children.

We hope to continue the success we have seen with the introduction of our
specialist music teachers.

We try to encourage parental engagement and celebration of all that children
achieve in music by performing to parent three times per year.

Musicians in Residence further provides opportunities for children to experience
music and musical improvisation across all subject areas and aspects of school
e.g. at lunchtimes and on entry to school, during outdoor learning and in all
National Curriculum subject areas.

We will be offering more opportunities for children to develop their enjoyment of
singing, with the reintroduction of a school choir and by holding weekly singing
assemblies. We have invested in ‘Sing Up’ to support in this but hope to
complete further Professional Development to further support this.

The Music leader and the Senior Leadership Team have a shared enthusiasm
for the development of the subject across the whole school and actively look for
opportunities to further develop and enhance the children’s exposure to music
through participation in external and extra-curricular experiences.

The Senior Leadership Team is committed to invest in the subject using the
school budget to invest in performances, music specialists, equipment etc.

Part B: Extra-curricular Opportunities, Music Provision and
Ensembles.

This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time,
including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music
beyond the core curriculum.

School is committed to providing opportunities for children in all key stages to
participate in ensembles, solo experiences, small group tuition etc both inside
and outside of class. School offers the following opportunities —

Whole class teaching

Whole school weekly singing assemblies

Whole school, key stage and class performances

Cross school ensembles — e.g. Infantasia, The Big Sing

Opportunities to observe musical theatre — The Lion King, Aladdin etc




Small group tuition — drumming tuition (focused on disadvantaged children),
Music after school clubs (instrumental ensembles)

Choir

Musician in Residence programme 2023-2024 and 2024-2025

Unlock Music ‘identify talent’ within lessons and after school clubs and put
children forward to attend Music Hub run ensembles.

Our demographic and the opportunities pupils are exposed to outside of school
can be limited if they require travel or finance are limited.

We offer weekly drumming lessons delivered by a peripatetic teacher Daniel
Dixon and this tuition is free to all who access it but there is a heavy focus on
ensuring that those identified as being disadvantage and therefore in receipt of
Pupil Premium are given priority.

We also do not charge for after school music clubs or attendance at Choir etc.
School will only ask for a voluntary contribution where transport is required to
take children off site and wherever possible school will endeavour to use school
funds to cover any costs.

Our charging and remissions policy can be found at Charging-and-Remissions-
Policy.pdf (willowwoodprimary.org.uk)

Children are signed up for choir and ensembles or after school music clubs via a
survey to parents. All children can apply and the first 20 to indicate that they
would like a place will be given a space for that term. Spaces are allocated on a
termly basis so different children get the chance to participate throughout the
year.

Children can rehearse or practice individually or in groups in the dance studio,
hall or small group rooms which are spread around school depending on the
size of the group.

We work with Sunderland Music Hub, Unlock Music, Mish Mash and Daniel
Dixon.

Part C:. Musical Experiences, Events and Performances

This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as
singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.

Throughout the year we plan a range of musical events and opportunities for the
children in school. These include —

Infantasia (EYFS and Key Stage 1 children with children from other local
schools)

The Big Sing (a range of schools performing at Sunderland Empire Theatre)
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https://www.willowwoodprimary.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Charging-and-Remissions-Policy.pdf
https://www.willowwoodprimary.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Charging-and-Remissions-Policy.pdf

Weekly singing assemblies (Key Stage 1 and 2)

Weekly music lessons

3x performances including Christmas Performances, Drumming Performances,
Instrumental performances and Singing

An organised visit to a concert

Weekly exposure to Musician in Residence

Invitations to various musicians to come into school to complete workshops

We will take every opportunity presented to us to expose the children to
performing to others or being exposed to a wide range of performances and
concerts both inside and outside of school.

Children will be involved in performances depending on the class, key stage or
group performing. All children will be encouraged to participate unless it is a
specific group that they have chosen to join e.g. after school music or drama
club, drumming etc

All other children will be encouraged to observe performances to enjoy the work
of others and to hopefully be encouraged to participate themselves in future
events.

All events in school involving performances by the children are free to attend for
members of the audience. Where numbers wishing to observe are high, several
performances may take place or numbers of audience members limited per
child. We will always try to accommodate everyone.

We will access all opportunities provided via the Sunderland Music Hub and
other external organisations.

In the future

This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.

This year we will be paying extra for the music teachers to complete accurate
assessments of the children’s progress and support the class teachers to write
accurate and detailed reports for parents.

We want to extend and increase participation in singing including the choir.
We have applied for grant funding to allow us to further purchase whole class
sets of musical instruments and to extend individual and small group extra-
curricular instrumental tuition.




Further information (optional)

The Department for Education publishes a guide for parents and young people on how
they can get involved in music in and out of school, and where they can go to for
support beyond the school.

Sunderland music hub will also have a local plan for music education in place from
September 2024 that should include useful information. Please refer to their website.



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/music-education-information-for-parents-and-young-people
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/MusicEducationHubs#section-1

