Willow Wood Community Primary School
Art Policy

Rationale

At Willow Wood Community Primary School, we are committed to providing all children with
learning opportunities to engage in Art.

The purpose of Art education is to give pupils the skills, concepts and knowledge necessary for
them to express their responses to ideas and experiences in a visual or tactile form. It fires their
imagination and is a fundamental means of personal expression.

While it is essentially a practical subject, art should provide opportunities for reflection and, with
increasing sensitivity, pupils should acquire the ability to make informed, critical responses to their
own work and that of others.

There is great pleasure to be derived from Art and, through deeper understanding; pupils can gain
access to cultural richness and diversity. The appreciation and enjoyment of the visual arts
enriches all our lives.

Aims

o To enable all children to have access to a varied range of high-quality art experiences

e To provide an imaginative, innovative and co-ordinated Art programme which will foster
enthusiasm for Art amongst all the children

e To foster an enjoyment and appreciation of the visual arts and a knowledge of artists,
craftspeople and designers

e To stimulate children’s creativity and imagination by providing visual, tactile and sensory
experience

e To develop children’s understanding of colour, form, texture, pattern and their ability to use
materials and processes to communicate ideas, feelings and meanings

o To inspire confidence, value and pleasure in Art

e To teach children to express their own ideas, feelings, thoughts and experiences

o To develop children’s design capability

e To enhance children’s ability to value the contribution made by artists, craft workers and
designers and respond critically and imaginatively to ideas, images and objects.
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Curriculum

The children undertake a balanced programme that takes account of abilities, aptitudes and
physical, emotional and intellectual development. Through Art, the children learn a range of skills,
concepts, attitudes, techniques and methods of working. Cross-curricular links are planned within
the curriculum.

The primary curriculum centres around portrait studies, observational drawings and artist studies
and this allows us to monitor progression across the year groups as well as ensuring children are
exposed to work from a wide range of art.

Children also enjoy Sculpture and Textiles Days where they are given opportunities to learn about
artists and designers, practise existing skills and learn new ones. These show a progression of
skills and allow the children to gain a wealth of experience in different techniques throughout their
time at Willow Wood.

Early Years

During the Early Years, young children will be given the opportunity to explore colour, texture,
shape and form in two and three dimensions. The children will have access to a wide range of
construction and collage materials, painting and drawing activities, using appropriate tools and art
materials. In order to tap their artistic potential, the children will be encouraged to develop their
own creative ideas. Children will have access to art resources through their continuous provision
as well as having planned Art activities to focus on particular skills relevant to the topic. The
children in EYFS complete a self-portrait, an observational drawing (making links to a theme or
focus text) and study an artist (Nursery, Jackson Pollock and Reception, Wassily Kandinsky).

Key Stage 1

During Key Stage 1, Art is about expanding children’s creativity and imagination through providing
art, craft and design activities relating to the children’s own identity and experiences, to natural and
manufactured objects and materials with which they are familiar, and the locality in which they live.
Children in Key Stage One will focus on studying portraits, observational drawings and specific
artists such as Van Gogh and Piet Mondrian.

Key Stage 2

During Key Stage 2, Art is about fostering children’s creativity and imagination by building on their
knowledge, skills and understanding of materials and processes, through providing more complex
activities. Children’s experiences help them to understand the diverse roles and functions of Art in
the world around them. Artist studies include Picasso, Monet, L.S Lowery and Warhol.

Progression and Continuity

The school uses a variety of teaching and learning styles in Art lessons. Our principal aim is to
develop the children’s knowledge, skills and understanding in Art. We ensure that the act of
investigating and making includes exploring and developing ideas, evaluating and developing
work. We do this through a mixture of direct teaching and individual/ group activities. Teachers
draw attention to good examples of individual performance as models for the other children. They
encourage children to evaluate their own ideas and methods, and the work of others, to say what
they think and feel about them. We give children the opportunity within lessons to work on their
own and collaborate with others, on projects in two and three dimensions and on different scales.
Children also have the opportunity to use a wide range of materials and resources including other
artists’ work, educational visits and computing.

The curriculum is designed with progression in mind, which is why each year group studies
portraits, observational drawing and specific artist studies.
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Art Curriculum Planning

At Willow Wood Community Primary School, Art is mapped out for each year group with specific
objectives to be taught within the framework of portraits, observational drawing and artist studies.
However, cross-curricular learning is highly encouraged. At the end of every term, teachers review
and assess each unit of work.

We have a specific lesson design for each Art lesson to ensure continuity and equality of delivery.

ll.Retrieval and | Provide a starter that recaps and reviews prior learning and consolidates knowledge e.g.
Retention what have you learned yesterday, last week, last topic, what skills did we use last topic,
how can we use our skills from last topic in this topic, how will our skills support our U? Or
provide a starter that piques curiosity and asks as a hook for the upcoming lesson. Provide
a starter linking to memory book if possible.
2.Purpose and Explain the conc-ept you are teaching and the purpose of the lesson and how it fits into the bigger
Sequencing picture and wider aspects of art. Ensure that all children are explicitly aware of the aim of the
lesson. All children should be aiming for the same objective. Ask children what they think
they will be doing today from what the LI says.
3.High Ensure you ‘teach to the top’ with high and ambitious expectations. Scaffolds must be
Expectations provided to support learning (within reading by using STEM sentences.) Ensure instructions
and are concise and communication is clear and that language is positive and encouraging.
Communication | Questions need to be targeted and illicit well thought out responses. Make sure you allow
thinking time. Ensure children are not putting their hands up and all children are given the
opportunity to answer questions.
4 Knowledge Ensure you are explicit about the core knowledge you are teaching to the children and how
and Deliberate | this will be built on lesson by lesson. Ensure this is communicated to pupils during the
Practice lesson and links throughout the course are explored. Ensure you are offering and zallowing
pupils opportunities to practice subject specific skills. Ensure children are practising
specific skills within sessions and utilise them throughout each topic, if possible. Use STEM
sentences to support children’s knowledge and ensure it is revisited but relevant.
5.Modelling and | Ensure new material is presented in small steps and that you are explicitly modelling and
Questioning showing pupils what ‘success’ looks like. Ensure probing questioning is used to aid critical
thinking. Use explanation, timely intervention and live marking to address misconceptions
at the point they are made and there is a drive for whole class understanding. Use mini
plenaries to address misconceptions and to model good artwork or answers.

Ensure that there is an explicit focus on improving and developing vocabulary and literacy
skills where possible, through reading and answering questions. Use knowledge organisers
to support the children’s knowledge and as a support for reading. Also, use the knowledge
organisers as a resource for reading such as green house searches and a research tool.
Encourage and check for new / subject specific / technical vocabulary to be applied to all
work. Use memory book to write meanings of vocabulary as a starter, plenary or
extension.

Ensure an explanation of why the children are doing what they are doing is given and
ensure the children understand this. Ensure that you are active in explaining ‘thinking’ to
children. Ensure that when ready, scaffolding is gradually removed to allow children
independence. Ensure lessons are inclusive for all.

Ensure feedback is clear and timely. It needs to be manageable, specific and targeted.
Ensure formative assessment is acted upon and that you are constantly aiming to gain as
much feedback as possible from children during the lesson. Ensure that a plenary reviews
information from the lesson and indicates next steps (whether that is moving on or
consolidation / review work). Identify children for pre or post teaching intervention
groups. Assess whether the following lesson needs to be adapted. Use memory book for
plenaries, if possible. Identify children for pre or post teach if needed.
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Knowledge Organisers

Knowledge organisers identifying key skills, vocabulary and information are used for each unit.
These are put into sketch books at the beginning of every unit and are used with the children. This
ensures the children understand key terms and that the objectives taught match the school’s
curriculum. The children are asked to record a target on their knowledge organiser at the
beginning of the unit and are asked to reflect on their learning at the end.

Progress and Achievement

Children are monitored on a regular basis to check progress. We encourage all pupils to take
responsibility for their own learning. The children are asked to record a target on their knowledge
organiser at the beginning of the unit and are asked to reflect on their learning at the end. Children
are encouraged to think critically and develop a more rigorous understanding of art and design.
They are asked to talk about and identify the similarities and differences between their work and
that of others saying what they think and feel about it.

Assessment and Recording

At Willow Wood Community Primary School, assessment is an integral part of the teaching
process. Assessment is used to inform planning and to facilitate differentiation. The assessment of
children’s work is on-going to ensure that understanding is being achieved and that progress is
being made. At the end of a unit, the teacher will assess the children’s work against the learning
objectives and record which children are working towards, at or above the age-related
expectations.

Monitoring

Each child has a sketchbook which serves as a cumulative record of their work and is passed on
to the next teacher at the end of each year. Monitoring takes place regularly through sampling
children’s work, teacher planning, questionnaires and learning walks. Art is displayed in our school
art gallery to show progression and to celebrate our young artists.

The monitoring of the standards of children’s work and of the quality of teaching in Art is the
responsibility of the Art subject leader. The work of the subject leader also involves supporting
colleagues in the teaching of Art, being informed about current developments in the subject, and
providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school. The Art subject leader gives
the Headteacher a termly report in which they evaluate the strengths and weaknesses in the
subject and indicates areas for further improvement. The Art subject leader has specially-allocated
time termly in order to complete monitoring activities.

Resources

There are a wide range of resources to support the teaching of Art across the school. All classes
have a range of basic resources kept in the classroom; large bottles of paint and some other
equipment, including specialist books are kept centrally. Where appropriate to the curriculum, visits
are planned to enhance learning and give hands on experiences to the children.
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Safequarding

Safeguarding is integral to all Art learning at Willow Wood Community Primary School, ensuring
that every child can explore creative media safely and responsibly. In line with our wider
monitoring and teaching expectations—where children’s work, planning and learning environments
are reviewed regularly to ensure quality and safety—staff are vigilant in observing any concerns
emerging from children’s artwork, discussions, or digital outputs, and follow the school’s
safeguarding procedures where required.

When searching for images online—including those related to Pop Art or when using Al tools to
locate visual references—pupils are taught to follow clear rules regarding safe searching,
copyright, consent and appropriate content.

All online searches are carried out using school-approved, filtered search engines under direct
teacher supervision, ensuring that children do not encounter harmful or inappropriate material.
Staff model and explicitly teach safe search practices, helping pupils to recognise reliable sources
and understand why certain images may not be suitable for use.

As part of our safeguarding approach, all digital resources, platforms and devices are selected with
safety in mind, and pupils receive guidance in their responsible and respectful use—ensuring
high-quality Art experiences while maintaining a safe and controlled digital environment.

Through this approach, we ensure that the Art curriculum remains creative, inclusive and secure,
enabling all pupils to express themselves confidently while being protected within a safe and
nurturing environment.
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