
 

Willow Wood Community Primary School – R.E Policy  

 
At Willow Wood Community Primary School, we follow the Sunderland Agreed Syllabus for 
Religious Education 2021–2026, as agreed by Sunderland SACRE and Sunderland City 
Council. This syllabus emphasises an enquiry-based approach to learning about religions 
and worldviews, and includes progression in knowledge, critical thinking, and personal 
reflection across key stages. We regularly review R.E. provision in line with the agreed 
syllabus and will implement any future updates published by the local authority.  

Our aim to is provide the children in our school with a rich, engaging and exciting R.E. 
curriculum. At Willow Wood Community Primary School, we recognise the role of Religious 
Education in achieving this aim as R.E both supports and strengthens what we aim to do in 
all aspects of school life. As children are introduced to different cultures of the world, they 
should develop their understanding and be encouraged to foster positive attitudes towards a 
variety of beliefs, values and traditions of individuals, communities, societies and cultures. 
Through R.E, we aim to encourage pupils to develop their own sense of identity and 
belonging which will enable them to flourish individually within their communities and as 
citizens in a pluralistic society and global community. We therefore believe that the teaching 
of R.E, has an important role in preparing pupils for adult life, employment and lifelong 
learning. Our curriculum is distinct and rigorous, and the sequencing of our planning is 
always clear and built on the children’s prior knowledge. At Willow Wood, we also aim to 
ensure that children learn not only about religious festivals, but also non-religious 
celebrations too.  

At Willow Wood Community Primary School we believe that Religious Education provides 
opportunities to promote: 

Spiritual Development 

Children develop the capacity to recognise and appreciate that there is more to life than the 
routine and every day which surrounds them. It gives them an opportunity to discover and 
appreciate the view-points of others and that not everyone holds the same thoughts and 
beliefs. For example: 

 different cultures and religions may have different traditions, routines and ways of life 
 there are defining moments in life 
 getting to know ourselves and who we really are can be character forming, life-

enhancing and affirming. 

 



Moral Development 

Children learn about the difference between right and wrong. For example: 

 discuss moral issues and dilemmas 
 understand why and how acting on principles, beliefs and values has consequences 
 recognise justice, fairness and honesty and develop a consideration for the concern 

of others. 

Social Development 

Children learn to understand that getting on with others is important. For example: 

 recognise roles, rights and responsibilities 
 understand that working with others for the common good forms part of most 

religious faiths 
 understand how to live as an individual in a community and in society at large, 

accepting each other, forming positive relationships and treating others as we would 
like to be treated ourselves. 

Cultural Development 

Children learn about tradition and identity. For example: 

 develop insight into the culture to which we belong and that has shaped our lives 
 appreciate cultural diversity through valuing richness and differences across cultures 

and religions 
 appreciate we live in a multi-cultural, multi-ethnic, multi-faith society and country and 

that is something to be embraced and celebrated 
 develop aesthetic appreciation, usually associated with arts, understanding what is 

great and good and fine, for example in music, architecture and literature. 

Teaching of R.E is based on three elements (key focus) which are of equal importance 
and should be reflected in all planning and schemes of work. 

Key focus 1: Making sense of belief 

This is about what religion is and the impact it has for individuals and communities. It 
involves investigation of and enquiry into the nature of religion and belief through the 
following: 

 identifying and making sense of core religious and non-religious beliefs and concepts 

 understanding what these beliefs mean within their traditions 

 recognising how and why sources of authority (such as texts) are used, expressed 
and interpreted in different ways 

 developing skills of interpretation. 

 Key focus 2: Understanding the Impact 



Examining how and why people put their beliefs into action in diverse ways, within their 
everyday lives, within their communities and in the wider world. 

 

Key focus 3: Making connections 

This includes children joining everything they have learnt together and making connections 
between different religious, cultural and non-religious paths of life. This is also where pupils 
will connect what they have learnt to what they already know and use it to challenge their 
own thinking, making things personal to themselves. This is done using the following: 

 evaluating, reflecting on and connecting the beliefs and practices studied 

 allowing pupils to challenge ideas studied, and the ideas studied to challenge pupils’ 
thinking; 

 discerning possible connections between these and pupils’ own lives and ways of 
understanding the world. 

Teaching Time 

Religious Education units are taught throughout the school year at the end of each term. 
There will be a themed R.E day at the end of each school year, where pupils complete their 
thematic unit tying their year’s learning together. The R.E curriculum is organised in topics 
based on the Sunderland Agreed Syllabus Exemplar Planning. The attainment targets 
reflected in planning ensure that children reflect upon personal values, beliefs and attitudes 
and that age appropriate skills and knowledge in learning about and from religion are taught 
regularly across the whole school throughout the year, utilising a spiral curriculum which 
focuses on four main religions and revisits them regularly. 

Religious Education in the Early Years Foundation Stage. 

In the EYFS we plan from and assess against the Early years foundation stage (EYFS) 
statutory framework document. In the Early Years Foundation Stage children are given the 
opportunity to learn about religion and from religion beginning with familiar experiences and 
then gradually widening their experiences to take them into what is new and unfamiliar. 
Children’s learning takes place by doing, listening, role play, engaging in music, art and 
experiencing through their senses. Through asking and answering questions, children begin 
to show an understanding of their own cultures and beliefs and develop a respect for their 
own cultures and those of other people. They begin to consider the consequences of their 
words and actions on themselves and others and are encouraged to explore and find out 
about the place they live in and the natural world around them. 

Withdrawal from Religious Education 

R.E. is statutory for all children, and we highly encourage participation. However, parents 
may withdraw their child from Religious Education provided they give written notification to 
the school. (Education Reform Act 1988 Section 2(1)(a). (Details to be found in the DFE 
Circular 1/94, paragraphs 44-49).  Before giving written notification they must arrange to 
speak with the Headteacher (Lindsay Robertson). 

 



Planning and teaching 

The following concepts and topics are taught in each year group. Each topic is figure-headed 
using a key question, which informs the basis of the entire unit and which children should be 
able to answer by the end of the topic. 

All staff follow a specific lesson design for RE to ensure consistency and equality in lessons.  

 



Topics taught include:  

EYFS termly objectives (not-statutory): 
F1 Why is the word ‘God’ so important to Christians? 
F2 Why is Christmas special for Christians? 
F3 Why is Easter special for Christians? 
F4 Being special: where do we belong? 
F5 Which places are special and why? 
F6 Which stories are special and why? 
 
Year One units: 

 Autumn – What does it mean to belong to a faith community? / What do Christians 
believe God is like? 

 Spring – Who is Jewish and how do they live? 
 Summer – Who do Christians say made the world? / How should we care for the 

world and others and why does it matter? 
 
Year Two units: 

 Autumn – What is the good news Christians believe Jesus brings? / Why does 
Christmas matter to Christians? 

 Spring – Why does Easter matter to Christians? / What makes some places sacred 
to believers? 

 Summer – Who is a Muslim and how do they live? 
 
Year Three units: 

 Autumn – What do Christians learn from the Creation story/What is it like for 
someone to follow God? 

 Spring – How do festivals and worship show that matters to a Muslim? / How do 
festivals and family life show what matters to Jewish people? 

 Summer – What kind of world did Jesus want? / How and why do people try and 
make the world a better place? 

 
Year Four units: 

 Autumn – What is the trinity and why is it important for Christians / What do Hindus 
believe God is like? 

 Spring – What does it mean to be a Hindu in Britain today? / Why do Christians call 
the day Jesus died ‘good Friday’? 

 Summer – For Christians, when Jesus left, what was the impact of Pentecost? / How 
and why do people mark the significant events of life? 

 
Year Five units: 

 Autumn – What does it mean if Christians believe God is holy and loving? / What 
does it mean to be a Muslim in Britain today? 

 Spring – Why do Christians believe Jesus was the Messiah? / Why is the Torah so 
important to Jewish people? 

 Summer – What would Jesus do? / What matters most to Humanists and Christians? 
 
Year Six units: 

 Autumn – Creation and science: conflicting or complementary? / Why do some 
people believe in God and some people not? 

 Spring – Why do Hindus want to be good? / What do Christians believe Jesus did to 
‘save’ people? 



 Summer – For Christians, what kind of king is Jesus? / How does faith help when life 
gets hard? 

RE and Safeguarding 

Religious Education at Willow Wood is delivered in line with our school’s Safeguarding and 
Child Protection Policy. All staff at Willow Wood Community Primary School are aware of 
their duty to respond to any safeguarding concerns that may arise during R.E. lessons, 
particularly where sensitive or personal issues are discussed. Further, across our school in 
R.E., we aim to create a safe, respectful environment where pupils can express views and 
explore sensitive issues. ‘Ground rules’ are established to ensure discussions remain 
appropriate and supportive. If any safeguarding concerns arise, staff will act in accordance 
with the school’s Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy and current statutory guidance, 
including Keeping Children Safe in Education (2025). At Willow Wood Community Primary 
School, we firmly believe that teaching about religion and worldviews supports pupils’ 
spiritual, moral, social and cultural development and promotes fundamental British values, 
while ensuring that pupils are protected from extremism and radicalisation in line with the 
Prevent duty. 

Monitoring and review 

The monitoring of the standards of children’s work and of the quality of teaching in R.E is the 
responsibility of the R.E subject leader. The work of the subject leader also involves 
supporting colleagues in the teaching of R.E, being informed about current developments in 
the subject and providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school. The R.E 
subject leader gives the headteacher a termly report in which she evaluates the strengths 
and weaknesses in the subject and indicates areas for further improvement from monitoring 
tasks completed over the term. The R.E subject leader has specially-allocated, regular 
subject leader time in order to review evidence of the children’s work, disperse student and 
staff questionnaires and undertake learning walks during R.E teaching across the school. 
The R.E subject leader also closely monitor changes in both local and National R.E 
Curriculum and syllabuses and has the duty of updating the policies and curriculum at Willow 
Wood, as well as informing all staff involved in teaching and learning of these changes.   
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